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NOW AVAILABLE: Required reading into the 
nature and the culture of fascist insignia, 
words and fashion, Signs of Hate is aimed 
at people who work within the community, 
in particular with young people, who may be 
otherwise unaware of the influences 
affecting the behaviour of the youngsters 
in their trust. Signs of Hate exposes the 
mythology, secret code words and other 
signs of hate that can influence young 
minds and lead into racist violence. 


“Required Reading”. 
The Times, 30 January 2004. 


£15 (inc post) to organisations. 
Not available to individuals. 


Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Information Services. 


Signs of Hate is a publication by 
Operation Wedge in partnership with the 
Association of London Government. 





The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


This month we take a look at the United Kingdom 
Independence Party’s opposition to immigration and 
show that it is far from the single issue party that some 
believe it to be. While most people who voted for the 
UKIP at the June elections no doubt did so solely on 
the issue of opposition to the European Union, what 
lurks behind the party and some other anti-EU groups is 
something altogether more familiar to our readers. 

For in addition to opposition to the EU we find an 
organisation that is anti-immigrant, opposed to 
“political correctness”, and bleats about “law and order” 
and other traditional right-wing issues. 

The UKIP is only the best known of a number of right- 
wing Eurosceptic organisations, so we offer a round-up 
of those groups as a guide to readers. 

Nevertheless Searchlight’s main focus continues to be 
on combating the British National Party, an organisation 
with fascist roots. This month we cover the failure of the 
BNP to take what was a winnable seat after a strong 
campaign against them in Essex. 

Scotland has seen less fascist activity over recent years 
than England, and the BNP has made no real inroads 
there. However, when the fascists have shown their face, 
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there has often been a magnificent anti-fascist response. 
Last month was no exception and the Daily Record 
carried a strong exposé of the BNP which has been very 
damaging to its plans to become a truly “British” 
organisation rather than the English nationalist rump 
that it is. 

While the press were battling the BNP it was Scottish 
pensioners who were hammering the National Front. 
The NF plans to march through the centre of Aberdeen 
on the 28th of this month and while numerous local 
groups have protested, one stands out from the rest. 

Bill Knight, the 84-year-old leader of Grampian Senior 
Citizens Forum, who served with the RAF during the 
war, had this to say about the proposed march: 

“It is ridiculous that this is even being considered. 
The council and the police should have stepped in long 
before now to put a halt to this nonsense. These guys 
shouldn't have any human rights. But we realise 
something needs to be done and we are ready to stage 
our own protest no matter what the consequences.” 

If fascists everywhere were met with the kind of 
response that Mr Knight gave, our job as anti-fascists 
would be a whole lot easier! 
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Village idiots 


By Gerry Gable 


ritish National Party activists looked increasingly 

forlorn on the night of 7 October as they saw 

the opportunity to take a second council seat 

in Dagenham slip out of their grasp. Despite all 
the BNP’s hype over its victory in Goresbrook ward 
in September, the fascist party has lost four out of the five 
by-elections it has contested in East London and Essex 
since June. 

The BNP’s defeat in Village Ward, Dagenham, and its 
failure to put up a candidate in the Valley ward by-election 
in the London Borough of Waltham Forest on 28 October, is 
a reflection of the party’s weakness when faced with serious 
local opposition. The party’s alleged elections genius, Eddy 
Butler, failed to deliver the goods and it was not for lack of 
trying but because of some built-in flaws of a nazi party. 

Nevertheless the BNP came a good second with 38.5% 
and only 150 votes less than the winning Labour candidate 
in a three-way contest, leaving little room for complacency 
among anti-fascists. 

The choice of candidate gave the fascists a disadvantage 
from the outset. Lawrence Rustem came out of North 
London’s Turkish community and since joining the BNP a few 
years ago has been used as a piece of window dressing to fool 
the public into believing that the BNP is not really racist at all. 

Rustem, who was chosen because the party has so few 
members in Dagenham that there was no alternative, is a 
hypocrite and traitor to his origins. He shows all the signs of 
being a political masochist, allowing himself to be insulted 
and even struck by other party members. He is openly 
described as a “wog” or “half wog”, and some BNP 
members who object to his very presence in the party drop 
hints that he might not be Turkish at all but, even worse in 
their eyes, a Jew. According to a report in the London 
Evening Standard, Julian Leppert, the BNP’s candidate for 
Mayor of London in June, was heard saying that Lawrence 
Rustem is okay because he’s only “half wog” and Tony 
Lecomber, number two in the BNP said, “Don’t like Turks. 
Rustem is tolerated, but he’s our only Turkish member.” 

Because Rustem has acted like putty in their hands, they 
have trundled him from place to place wherever the BNP 
could try to make the best use of him. 

While studying at the University of Greenwich, Rustem 
was embroiled in trouble after the office of a woman 
administrator was invaded and anti-racist posters torn from 
the wall. The college authorities did little or nothing to curb 
Rustem, despite the sensitive fact that Doreen Lawrence, 
whose son Stephen was murdered by racists, works there. 

The hypocrisy of his position has caused Rustem to betray 
his own people. He was caught on camera picketing the 
German Embassy in London in defence of the German neo- 
nazi NPD, whose members have murdered Turkish families 
in Germany. Two months ago, on the 60th anniversary of 
the Battle of Arnhem, the BNP leadership congratulated the 
NPD on its election success in Saxony, east Germany, so 
much for a party that claims it has left its nazism behind. 
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Rustem’s biggest buddy has been the serial offender 
Colin Smith from the BNP’s Bexley branch. The pair of them 
set up the party’s Ethnic Liaison Committee, which the BNP 
describes as “an association, completely separate from the 
party itself, that members of the ethnic minorities can 
contact and join”. Its aim is to encourage people from 
minority ethnic groups to protest “against the refusal of the 
government to help them return to their homeland”. 

The dissatisfaction of BNP members with Rustem was 
apparent from the first days of the Village ward campaign. 
While in Goresbrook the party managed to produce an 
average of 15 canvassers a day and up to 45 at weekends, 
albeit almost all imported from outside the borough, this 
time it was hard pressed to raise more than single figures. 

Butler's carefully devised election game plan began to 
look a bit lame. He had to beg his fellow officers to get their 
people off their backsides and into the fray, while 
acknowledging that activists were burned out, because it is 
always the same team being moved around with very little 
fresh blood. 

The BNP even went as far as offering to accommodate up 
to 20 people from outside London free of charge from the 
Saturday before polling day through to the election count. 
The offer must have worked because that Saturday 55 BNP 
activists from all over the country arrived to be met by the 
BNP’s National Security boss Warren Bennett, a convicted 
thug and football hooligan, all the way from Scotland with his 
team of like ilk. They cannot have been best pleased when 
he insisted on searching everyone to find the “Searchlight 
mole” among them. Of course he found nothing. 

By now Butler had set his sights on a good second place 
rather than victory and was faced with having to drag the 
candidate out of his bed each day where according to 
the Evening Standard he spends his time poring over porn 
magazines full of naked Asian women. 

The Evening Standard had sent its reporter David 
Johnson into the ward to pose as a South African BNP 
supporter. Going around with the nazi canvassers during two 
weeks of the campaign he saw at first hand how the BNP 
campaign was based on outright lies and that its activists 
are a bunch of racist criminals, thugs and antisemites. 

He heard BNP canvassers tell frightened residents lie 
after lie about how “African asylum seekers” were getting 
free colour TVs, mobile phones and cars from the council. 
One BNP activist told a mother in a council flat: “This lady 
from the benefit office told us they give asylum seekers 
£5,000 to buy a car so they don’t get discriminated against 
on public transport ... Can we count on your vote, ma’am?” 

In the pub after an evening’s canvassing, Johnson listened 
to Lecomber boasting about his nazi sympathies: “Do you 
remember Cabaret with Liza Minnelli, the part where, one by 
one, the Hitler Youth, our fellas, stand up and start saluting 
and singing. That is right stirring that is, gets the blood up 
every time.” So much for the BNP’s claim not to be nazi. 

One of the leaflets the BNP gave out in Village ward 











claimed that Hackney and Newham councils had conspired 
with Labour-run Barking and Dagenham to offer “Africans 
.., Up to £50,000 to buy houses” in Dagenham. 

All the lies must have confused the BNP activists 
themselves. Richard Barnbrook, alias Brook, alias Robert, 
the BNP’s London organiser, seemed to lose all semblance 
of reality and at one point appeared to think he was a 
Labour Party official. One of his colleagues seemed to think 
he was the Labour Party candidate. 

Unfortunately some voters are taken in by the BNP’s lies, 
which is how the BNP candidate Daniel Kelley won in 
Goresbrook. As in the previous two by-elections in 
Dagenham, Searchlight intervened in Village ward producing 
up-to-date intelligence and a series of hard-hitting leaflets 
exposing the true nature of the BNP and its candidate. 

Searchlight had criticised the London Region of the 
Labour Party and Unite Against Fascism (UAF) for failing to 
take part in the Goresbrook campaign. This time Labour’s 
London Region did little better and the UAF again refused 
to direct its supporters to help Labour, the only party with 
any prospect of beating the BNR However the UAF did 
distribute its own leaflets all over the ward and hand out 
anti-fascist material from a stall in the main shopping area. 

The anti-fascist campaign’s best allies were the trade 
unions Amicus, the GMB and Unison, which gave very 
practical support, and the brave Evening Standard reporter 
who came away with an almost identical view to what 
Searchlight’s leaflets were saying and exposed not only the 
BNP’s criminality and nazism but, more telling than 
anything else, the disdain in which Rustem is held by other 
BNP activists. 

His story appeared on the eve of polling day. On the same 
day a Searchlight speaker addressed the local branch of 
Unison alongside its regional officers. Towards the end 
of the meeting a UAF activist and Socialist Workers Party 
member turned up, having got lost on the way, to bring 
greetings from the workers of Tower Hamlets and announce 
that they would be out that night, meeting at the tube 
station. When told that the campaign centre was at the 
Labour Party office he retorted, “Our people won't go there”. 
The Unison officer explained that Unison’s London Region 
was deciding its position individually in each by-election and 
on this occasion had decided to support Labour as the only 
viable opposition to the BNP so if the man was a Unison 
member, which he appeared to be, he should comply. 

This sort of attitude might explain why Weyman Bennett, 
one of the UAF’s two full-time officers, was refused a 
Labour Party ticket for the election count. 








Village ward results 7 october 2004 
Candidate Party Votes 
Philip Waker _ Labour 

Lawrence Rustem 


Kerry Smith 410 


Conservative 


On election day itself, Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
paraded around with four minders like some tin-pot 
general. It was clear however that race hate is thicker than 
ideology, for who was to appear canvassing in the last 
couple of weeks of the campaign but Richard Edmonds, 
the convicted criminal always seen as the number two to 
Griffin’s big rival John Tyndall. 

Bob Gertner, the BNP’s Croydon branch organiser who also 
leads the BNP activists’ team in London, was very much in 
evidence, despite continuing to write for Tyndall's Spearhead 
magazine, which the BNP has proscribed. 

The positive factors from this campaign are that Butler 
says BNP activists are suffering burnout, that the fascists 
did not feel strong enough to fight Valley ward and, most 
important of all, the trade union and Labour Party liaison 
body in London will meet on a more regular basis and 
make sure that proper resources are put into fighting the 
BNP wherever it stands. 

Despite this defeat and the admission of burnout, the BNP 
remains a very viable electoral force and can be expected to 
fight any ward where it can exploit an undercurrent of anti- 
asylum myth and hysteria and where the party thinks it has 
a prospect of success. There is still a great deal of work to 
be done before the general election, in which, although the 
election of any BNP MPs is unlikely, retaining a few deposits 
and even polling more than 10% in some areas would give 
the fascist party a tremendous boost. The London local 
elections in 2006 and any council by-elections before then 
could put more BNP members into town halls unless anti- 
fascists remain on the ball. 

Searchlight will continue to intervene 
wherever asked, using our intelligence 
resources and ability to produce 
hard-hitting material. Searchlight’s 
website www.stopthebnp.com will 
become much more pro-active over | 
the coming months as an aid to all e 
those who wish to join a non- 
sectarian fight against the BNP 












Failed BNP candidate 
Lawrence Rustem (right): 
50% Turkish, 100% stupid 


Eddy Butler (far right), the 
alleged BNP elections 
genius, smiles at his team 
of non-local activists on the 
eve of the Village ward by- 
election. 

Also present are Julian 
Leppert (centre), the BNP's 
candidate for London mayor 
in June, and Richard 
Barnbrook (left), London 
organiser 


Turnout 35% 
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BNP member 





By Nick Wright 


SLEF may have lost the latest round in the long- 
Dessnin legal tussle over the expulsion of a 
ember of the fascist British National Party, but 

the fight is not over yet. 

Jay Lee joined the BNP in 1992. He lives in 
Bexley, Southeast London, where there is a record of 
fascist activity, and stood for the BNP in elections. 
In February 2002 while working as a train driver with 
Virgin he joined ASLEE 

After the union's leadership received a report of his 
fascist activity he was expelled in April 2002. A union 
appeals committee upheld the expulsion. 

He took the union to an employment tribunal and in 
2003 the tribunal ruled that his expulsion from ASLEF 
was contrary to section 174 of the Trade Union and 
Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992. ASLEF 
appealed to the Employment Appeal Tribunal (EAT). 

The EAT said that the 1992 Act would allow ASLEE to 
expel Lee because of racist or fascist activity but not 
because of BNP membership. It remitted the case back 
to a different employment tribunal to establish the 
reason for Lee’s expulsion. 

The BNP presents the issue as one of “civil rights” and 
repeatedly bangs on about the “thousands of pounds” in 
compensation that Lee expects to win. 

There has been growing criticism of the 1992 Act, 
brought in by the Conservative government, that it is 
even more biased against the rights of trade unionists 
than many initially thought. 

Since the case commenced the government has 
introduced new legislation (in the Employment Act of 
2004) to clarify the right of trade unions to discipline 
and expel members for engaging in fascist activity but 
they still cannot be disciplined or expelled for being a 


It is particularly perverse that the Trade Union and 
Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992 allows 
for heavy financial penalties against the union. The law 
has come under sharp criticism way beyond the trade 
union movement. 

The Social Rights Committee of the Council of Europe 
said that sections 174-7 of the 1992 Act “represent a 
substantial inroad into the freedom of trade unions to 
manage their own affairs” and hence were incompatible 
with Article 5 of the European Social Charter 1961. 

In November 2002 the committee noted, “Section 174 
of the 1992 Act limits the grounds on which a person 
may be refused admission to or expelled from a 
trade union to such an extent as to constitute an 
excessive restriction on the rights of a trade union to 
determine its conditions for membership and goes 
beyond what is required to secure the individual right to 
join a trade union’. 

ASLEF shows no sign of letting the issue go. 
Its president Dave Tyson told delegates to the union's 
annual conference how proud he was of the union’s 
pioneering role. 

The scope of legal issues that the EAT can consider is 
limited and ASLEF points out that the tribunal’s ruling 
seems to conflict with the Human Rights Act and the 
European Convention on Human Rights. 

Article 11 of the Human Rights Act gives “freedom 
of association”. A similar right is enshrined in 


the International Labour Organisation conventions. 


ee ee 


Lee argues it gives him the right to 
join a union if he chooses. 
The union argues that unions ‘N 
have the greater right to choose 
not to associate with individuals, 







member of a fascist organisation. The change to the law 
does not go far enough. 
In October 2004 the employment tribunal again said 


including those who may wish to 
associate with them. While the 
individual Lee is allowed to join 





Lee was expelled at least in part for BNP membership 
and not solely his activity, therefore the expulsion 
was contrary to the law. ASLEF announced its intention 
to appeal against the latest decision, which it said was 
not unexpected. 

Acting general secretary Keith Norman was angry 
about the bias in the law: “There is a minimum ‘award’ 
of £5,000 plus for an expelled fascist — who has suffered 
no financial loss — but no such minimum award to 
a worker suffering racial discrimination or sacking,” 
he said. 

“The effect of the law is to force trade unions to accept 
into membership BNP members and others who are 
opposed to their fundamental tenets. 

“Freedom of association is a basic human right. 
The effect of this decision is to force thousands of train 
drivers who detest racism and fascism to be associated 
with the fascist Lee who now openly celebrates his 
hostility to the union and its values and proclaims 
his intention to claim thousands of pounds from 
the union.” 


and stay, the rest of the union 
and the bulk of the members 
cannot be said to have 
freedom of association, 
the argument goes. The 
union’s argument found 
favour with the President 
of the EAT, but he does 
not have the power to 
override domestic law. 

The issue will be tested 
in the European Court. 
But a more compelling 
rebuff to the fascists { 
may come a lot quicker 
from train drivers angry 
that their union is 
being taken for a 
ride by fascists 
with a fancy fora 
fast buck. 
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Newspaper dishes dirt 
on the BNP in Scotland 


below: 
Warren 
Bennett, 
whose 
conviction for 
football 
hooliganism 
fully qualifies 
him for 
running the 
BNP’s 
security outfit 


right: 

Steve Blake, 
the BNP’s 
webmaster 





By Gerry Gable 


ile Warren Bennett, the BNP’s Gestapo boss, 
sorry security chief, was away in London with 
a team of bullyboys, Scotland’s largest 
circulation paper, the Daily Record, published 
a three-page exposé of the party in Scotland. 

The damning report by Mark Mcgivern, which 
appeared on 4 October, was the result of a mole among 
Scotland’s BNP organisers, who leaked a list of names, 
addresses and phone numbers of scores of BNP 
members. The party’s leaders were left frantically 
searching for the person responsible and not knowing 
who they could trust. The incident follows several other 
serious leaks from the BNP over the past few months. 

Quoting Nick Lowles of Searchlight extensively, the 
Daily Record published details of how the BNP operates 
in Scotland and some of the dirty secrets of its leading 
members. “A lot of BNP members don't like to be out and 
proud,” Lowles told the paper. “They like to give support 
covertly and will hate their names being leaked. 

“This breach of security will have their officials and 
members seriously paranoid. There will be such a 
climate of mistrust that they will not be able to 
function.” 

Searchlight thanks the Daily Record for its permission 
to quote extensively from its feature (see next page). 

The BNP and other fascist groups have never had 
much of a following in Scotland even in the days of 
Oswald Mosley and his Blackshirts in the 1930s, when 
angry workers stormed his newly opened headquarters 
in Glasgow and literally tore the building down brick by 
brick. It seems that such drastic action will not be 
needed this time. 

Only days after the exposé the BNP’s website was put 
out of commission by means of a “denial of service” 
attack. The Daily Record reported that it had been 
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contacted by a group calling itself Hackarmy, which 
claimed responsibility saying, “The British National 
Party is a disgrace. It has been decided that their online 
existence will now be put to an end.” 

It took the BNP some days to recover and even then 
not fully. By the time the new BNP website, which is 
registered in Tonga, appeared, the party’s paranoia was 
in full swing. The website had come under a “sustained 
terrorist attack which is now the subject of 
both British police and American FBI investigations,” 
and has “dire commercial consequences and serious 
implications for national security”. 

Dismissing the Daily Record’s report of Hackarmy’s 
statement as “a juvenile piece of sloppy diversionary 
journalism” the BNP accused “a foreign Government, 
organised crime gangs from within the former Soviet 
Union through to terror groups such as Al-Queda’. 

The BNP website went on to claim “This is a pre- 
emptive attack to very likely to be [sic] a test of a very 
sophisticated cyber-weapon which tomorrow or next 
week could be used to shut down a major e-commerce 
operator” or “could be used to extort millions of pounds 
from a large e-commerce operator”. Calling for the 
security services to view this as a “state of emergency” 
the BNP claimed to be “standing in the frontline of 
attacks against all Internet activities and thereby 
standing up for all businesses, large and small ...” 

Three days later the BNP website expanded on its 
accusations, adding Searchlight to its list of suspects, 
but finding it necessary to explain, no doubt to the 
BNP’s own members, why the web server hosting the 
website of a British nationalist organisation should be 
located in the USA. 

Another bit of BNP paranoia appeared after the by- 
election in Village ward Dagenham on 7 October, with a 
claim that the BNP 
candidate’s car had been 
pursued by a_ car 
containing three black 
men and two shots were 
fired, narrowly missing 
one of the fascists. This 
flight of fancy almost 
immediately disappeared 
from the BNP website 
and no surprise, as 
neither the police nor the 
media knew anything 
about such an allegation. 

So it looks like even 
more BNP members will 
be turning to Searchlight 
for news of what is really 
going inside their own 
party. 





| Extracts from what the Daily Record said about the BNP 
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The BNP’s Scottish operation is in chaos after a mole exposed the 
names, addresses and phone numbers of party leaders. 

The men at the top of the British National Party are now terrified 
of being targeted by anti-racism groups. 

And because they have no idea who leaked their personal 
details, no one inside the organisation knows who they can trust. 

The mole, a serving party organiser, has vowed to keep acting as 
a double agent. He will seize every chance he gets to pass on 
sensitive information to anti-fascist activists. 

Frantic party bosses have launched an urgent investigation to 
find him. 

But the witch-hunt comes too late to prevent serious damage to 
the BNP’s ambitions in Scotland. The leak will make it far harder 
for a party who rely on secrecy to spread their message of race 
hate in the run-up to the next general election. 

A delighted Nick Lowles, of anti-fascist magazine Searchlight, 
said: “This leak will have the BNP in Scotland in turmoil and will 
seriously damage any activity they plan.” ... 

The dossier lists BNP target areas in Scotland and records 
members’ jobs and characteristics. 

Some are listed simply as “skinheads”, while others are noted for 
being parents. The BNP like to use members’ kids to portray 
themselves as a “family values” party. 

Many BNP power-brokers pose as respectable people while 
protecting their identities and movements at all costs. 

Some have even broken election rules by giving false addresses 
when they stand as candidates. ... 

Even before this latest setback, the BNP were consistently failing 
dismally in Scotland. 

The thugs had little success when they tried to exploit the death 
of Glasgow schoolboy Kriss Donald. 

And the BNP’s secret plan to unseat Glasgow Govan MP 
Mohammad Sarwar was exposed in July by a Record investigation. 

Our undercover reporter spent two months posing as a BNP 
activist after easily breaching the yobs’ security. 

He learned of the plan to target Sarwar and to attack leading figures 
in the Asian community by investigating their business dealings. 

Our story spread panic through the highest levels of the BNP in 
Scotland. Nick Lowles told us at the time: “They were on the 
phones to each other first thing in the morning. Senior people want 
to know how this could happen.” 

The Record also unmasked the links between the BNP and 
French far-right leader Jean-Marie Le Pen. We told how Bennett, 
Kerr and another Scots racist acted as minders for the hated 
extremist when he visited Britain in April. 

The BNP claim to be on the march in Scotland, with membership 
up more than a third in the past 12months. 

But the racists have never managed to get more than five per 
cent of the vote north of the Border. And their opponents continue 
to dismiss them as no more than a rabble of thugs. 

lan Duncan of the Scottish Refugee Council said yesterday: 
“The BNP’s secrecy betrays their sinister motives. 

“Legitimate politicians don’t hide their whereabouts, use code 
names and live at false addresses. This is behaviour you expect 
from a gang, not a political party.” 





Warren Bennett 
A violent football hooligan with convictions for public disorder, 
Bennett is an organiser in Edinburgh. The 33-year-old, was one of 
58 Scots prevented from attending the Scotland v Norway match 
in Bordeaux during France 98. 

Scottish and French police feared they would spark violence. 

In the nineties, he attended several events organised by Combat 
18 — an extreme, violent, racist group — in London. 

Bennett was paid to protect BNP leader Nick Griffin on his visit 
to Glasgow after the death of Kriss Donald. 


Scott McLean 
BNP national deputy chairman and Scotland’s regional organiser. 
He stood at recent Euro elections and preaches on “family values”. 
Yet, he was photographed giving a Nazi salute at a “Blood and 
Honour” Nazi skinhead festival in Scotland. McLean, 33, is a former 
Glasgow City Council joiner who quit after his views were revealed. 
He was involved in gang fights between whites and Asians while 
at Bellahouston Academy. He joined the BNP aged 18. He has 
mixed with BNP extremists and others throughout Europe, including 
members of the notorious Combat 18 Nazi gang. 


Steve Blake 

The top-rated BNP political candidate in Scotland, he stood in the 
Euro elections this year but got less than two per cent of the vote. 
He runs an IT firm in Stirlingshire but business contacts are 
unaware of his shadowy politics. 

Blake is responsible for the BNP’s website, and in the 1980s he 
imported hardcore Nazi material from the US. He runs Digital 
Scotland, an IT firm who list work for Edinburgh Cyrenians, a 
respectable homelessness charity, in their portfolio. 

The charity confirmed they had paid the company up to 
£5,000 to run their website but emphasised they were unaware 
of BNP links. 


Peter Appleby 
Englishman Peter Appleby was unveiled as the party’s first 
candidate to stand at a Holyrood election. 

The 56-year-old “historical researcher” 
Northumberland but moved to Stirling. 

Appleby recently moved to Poland, a country whose residents 
have been the victims of some of the worst racism in recent 
generations. 

He is well learned in the right-wing dogma but regarded as a 
dangerous propagandist by party insiders who have defected. 


was born in 


Kenny Smith 
Smith sickened neighbours on his native Lewis by waving a 
swastika flag on Hitler’s birthday. 

As Scottish secretary, he vets potential recruits to the BNP and 
introduces them to their members and officials. 

Smith is known for smooth-talking in public and projects himself 
as the acceptable face of the party. But in private, he is quick to 
launch into racist bile. 

[Smith’s love of the swastika and Hitler has not proved a bar to 
his promotion to editor of British Nationalist, the BNP’s members’ 
bulletin.] 


David Kerr 
Part of BNP’s security team and a candidate in national elections, 
Kerr is a key player in Scotland. 

He was among 58 fans prevented from attending Scotland’s 
match with Norway in Bordeaux, France, during the 1998 
World Cup. 

Kerr, from Port Glasgow, has organised marches in areas with large 
ethnic minority populations in the hope of provoking “race war”. 
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JOHN TYNDALL is stepping up his campaign to 
dethrone Nick Griffin from the leadership of the BNP. 
Tyndall was the founder of the British National Party 
22 years ago and led it until Griffin ousted him in a 
leadership contest in 1999. 

While it looks unlikely that he could defeat Griffin in a 
ballot of the membership, his old infighting abilities 
honed over years of petty and major squabbles in 
Britain’s extreme right are once more being brought 
into play. 

He no longer relies only on getting the occasional 
invitation to speak and on voicing his views through 
Spearhead, the long-running nazi magazine he owns 
personally. He now has a Spearhead Support Group, a 
dinner club and a number of BNP activists and election 
candidates who straddle both camps attending his 
events. He also has a website and a strong team around 
him, recently joined by his old cell mate and one-time 
editor of British Nationalist, John Morse. 

With every blow delivered Griffin appears to be 
moving rapidly away from real politics and his actions 
against Tyndall have already cost the party over £12,000 
in legal bills when the BNP was forced to backtrack over 
its expulsion of Tyndall. Tyndall too has spent money on 
lawyers and last month’s Spearhead reproduces a letter 
from Tyndall’s “firm of London solicitors” to Griffin 
stating that the ban on Tyndall speaking at BNP 
members is ultra vires of the party’s rules. The dispute 
“could, if not resolved satisfactorily, end in court action,” 
the letter threatens. 

Despite all this, Tony Lecomber, the party’s national 
development officer, has now suspended Tyndall from 
BNP membership again and laid several new 
disciplinary charges against him. Tyndall has pointed 
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out that the reasons for the suspension cover much the 
same ground as the failed move against him last year. 
He also defends his right to free speech within the BNP. 
Tyndall is particularly embittered with Lecomber, who 
now describes himself as the BNP’s “national regulator’, 
because Tyndall stood by Lecomber after his convictions 
and prison sentences on explosives charges and for 
assaulting a Jewish teacher. Tyndall is upset that his 
loyalty has been “despicably betrayed”. 

Clearly Griffin does not want to be bothered with 
doing his own dirty work and has got his 21st century 
witch-finder general, Teflon Tony, to act in his stead. 
As Tyndall surmises, any party tribunal set up by 
Lecomber and co would have made up its mind in 
advance to expel Tyndall, a decision that would set off 
a wholesale purge. 

Griffin seems to have taken his one good eye off the 
ball as a growing number of branch officers and 
candidates are being expelled or suspended, or are 
just leaving when they see so many of their gains 
frittered away. 

At the same time the BNP cannot survive at 
campaigning level without many of these people, so 
Griffin conveniently turns a blind eye to members’ 
sympathies with Tyndall when he needs them to knock 
on voters doors. What is increasingly clear is that in 
terms of numbers attending rallies Tyndall can match 
anything Griffin can muster. 

Knowing where the money is, Tyndall has started 
to hold dinners and other functions attended by up to 
100 people prepared to put their cash where their 
mouths are. 

On Sunday 17 October Tyndall took the fight to the 
Griffin political heartland of Bradford, where he spoke 
alongside others who have been forced out of, or have 
taken a back seat in, the BNP under the Griffin regime. 
They included Keith Axon, the former West Midlands 
organiser, and Ken Henderson, one-time party boss in 
the North East. Also present was Barry Birks, one of the 
BNP’s Burnley councillors. Griffin supporters staged an 
orchestrated walkout when Tyndall rose as the final 
speaker but only made a small dent in the audience of 
around 100. 

This month the Tyndall road show will be putting in 
appearances in the East Midlands and almost certainly 
Milton Keynes, as well as preparing for a Christmas, 
or should it be Yuletide, gathering in Burnley around 
4 December. 

Griffin is under pressure to explain to his ailing 
activists how he spends his time and to put in 
appearances around the country, or get his wife to stand 
in for him. 

Apart from people blowing the whistle to anti-fascists 
and the police about the locations of their rival’s 
meetings, the financial sword of Nemesis is still hanging 
by a very thin thread over Griffin’s head. There are still 
no audited accounts and a lot of odd dealings are going 
on between the party hierarchy and its branches over 
the management of the BNP’s finances. 

Tony Braithwaite, who is acting as coordinator of 
Tyndall’s campaign, is a bitter enemy of the former BNP 
National Treasurer John Brayshaw and keeps dropping 
loud hints about knowing where the party’s financial 
bodies are buried. 

Considering the party raised £300,000 or more over 
the past 18 months and has a growing commercial side, 
we are sure the tax and VAT inspectors are awaiting the 
BNP’s accounts with interest, if only some auditor would 
be mug enough to sign them off. So far no takers. 


Bombed out 
Well Lecomber may have left bombing behind him as he 
has risen up the ranks of the BNP and Stuart Kerr and 
David Copeland are safely locked up, but it seems that 
BNP supporters continue to be inescapably drawn to 
terror-related actions. The conviction of Jerry Trafford at 
the end of September adds another nutter to the list. 

Trafford, 42, earned himself a free holiday at Her 
Majesty’s expense for a bomb hoax at the Wimbledon 
tennis tournament in July last year, minutes before the 
ladies’ singles final between Serena and Venus Williams. 

Police traced the call to Trafford’s mobile phone and 
found it had recently been used to make other hoax 
calls. As a result they deemed the call to be bogus and 
play continued uninterrupted. 

A search of Trafford’s flat in Paignton, Devon, revealed 
a BNP information card and the BNP’s phone number 
was programmed into his phone’s memory. 

Trafford was sentenced to 12 months, six of which 
were suspended. 


All mouth and no action 
The much convicted Terry Blackham must be just about 
Britain’s least successful political activities organiser. 

Almost every month the few but loyal party faithful of 
the National Front have their hopes raised of another 
march through another town where they can stir up the 
proverbial. 

Apart from the NF’s annual St George’s Day march in 
Bermondsey, south London, where turnout in recent 
years has ranged from 70 down to 15, the only other 
day’s outing they get is a trundle along to the Cenotaph 
to insult our war dead with their presence on 
Remembrance Day. Everywhere else, most recently in 
Peterborough and Stoke, ends with the local forces of 
law and order giving them not their marching orders but 
their non-marching orders in the face of local 
opposition to the nazi party. More of the same can be 
expected from a planned NF outing to Aberdeen on 


28 November to defile St Andrew’s Day. These defiant 
defenders of “White Civilisation” buckle at the first 
words from the authorities and are reduced to handing 
out a few inflammatory leaflets, selling half a dozen 
papers and giving the rest away so that they do not have 
to carry them to the pub where they drown their failures 
in the traditional booze-up. 

Why does “Tel Boy”, like the Grand Old Duke of York, 
keep marching his troops to the top of the hill and 
letting them slide down again? There seem to be two 
reasons. Blackham has had so many brushes with the 
law, he knows that one day if he pushes that little bit 
more he will not simply be fined or bound over but have 
to spend time in the slammer. 

The second reason is that many gullible local 
newspapers give the NF a couple of headlines when it 
announces it is coming to town, which gives the party 
reasonably large-scale free publicity. 

In Stoke, despite its failure to fulfil its threat to march, 
the NF still insists it will fight the BNP head on at the 
general election. We can just imagine Griffin snorting, 
like one of the pigs he farms, with rage as the BNP has 
high hopes for the Stoke mayoral election next spring 
and could do well at the general election. 

The non-event in Stoke left the NF faced by both the 
police and anti-fascist demonstrators. Blackham then 
moved his small troop to Newcastle-under-Lyme and 
started to give out leaflets, only to be pounced on again 
by the police after a few minutes. 

As Searchlight went to press, the NF was threatening 
to return to Stoke on 30 October. 

The BNP seems to think it had some kind of electoral 
pact with the NE If there ever was one the NF is telling 
anyone who will listen that the BNP never honours any 
deals it makes. Sounds familiar. 

The BNP leaders appear to think that the antics of the 
NE trying to march and failing, only make the BNP look 
more respectable, but they far less happy with the NF 
fighting the same seats at elections. 


Terry 
Blackham 
(foreground), 
serial 
offender and 
serially 
offensive 
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It now seems likely that we will see a general election in 
Britain within the year. Two issues that are likely to cause 
difficulties for the Labour government are the problem of 
immigration and our role within the European Union. In this 
special feature, we examine the anti-EU right in Britain, 
and assess the recent electoral success of the UK 
Independence Party (UKIP), how the UKIP fits into a wider 
discourse that incorporates other right-wing ideals and the 
extent of the party's influence on public opinion. 

By no means are we suggesting that all those who 
question Britain's involvement in the European union are 
far-right zealots who stand against progressive ideals. 
On the contrary, opposition to the EU exists across the 
political spectrum, from left to right, Labour to Tory, liberal 
to authoritarian. But the anti-EU movement has come to 
be dominated by the right and has embraced other parts 
of the right's agenda. 

The UKIP received over two million votes in June. 
Although most people voted for it solely for its stance on 
Europe, the UKIP has gained an element of its support by 
firmly nailing its colours to the right-wing mast. No longer 
does it speak just of the problems resulting from European 
integration. Now it also looks to traditional right-wing 
populist concerns such as_ immigration, political 


correctness and law and order in order to move into 









domestic issues and mop up more votes. 

It is not clear if the UKIP will be able to sustain its 
achievements of late. But we must take the forces that it 
represents seriously. 

Certainly, there is a significant section of the population 
that feels that the UKIP represents its voice or symbolises 
a viable protest against the present government. 

The problem is that the anti-EU voice has evolved into one 
that also strongly opposes immigration and asylum. This has 
meant that the tone of anti-EU campaigns has become more 
sinister by capitalising on right-wing populist concerns. 

This Searchlight feature includes an article that 
examines how the anti-EU right, the UKIP in particular, has 
exploited the problems surrounding immigration, linking 
the issue so closely together with its campaign against 
Europe that the two can no longer be separated. 

We also have a round-up of the main groups on the right 
that oppose the EU, to give readers an idea of who is 
behind the movement. 

The debates that surround both the EU and immigration 
need to happen, but not in the way that they are currently. 
Until we are given the real facts about both issues, the 
arguments will remain clouded by falsities and 
scaremongering, and the more moderate voices questioning 
the legitimacy of the EU will continue to be drowned out. 


—— 
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As the general election draws near, it is becoming clear that 
votes will be lost and won on the back of two very sensitive 
issues, immigration and the EU. Kate Taylor looks at how 
those on the anti-EU right, in particular the UKIP, have 
attempted to kill two birds with one stone by linking the 
issues inextricably together. And disturbingly, mainstream 
parties such as the Tories have quickly followed suit. 


n 1999, the UK Independence Party seemed to 

come from nowhere to secure three MEPs in the 

European elections. But in the years that followed, 

it looked as if the UKIP would be unable to 

maintain this success. Firstly, its achievements in 
the European Parliament were built upon a 
contradiction: calling for its abolition while 
occupying seats within it. Secondly, as an 
ostensibly single-issue party, it was perceived to 
have little relevance outside the European 
question. Thirdly, it appeared to be the 
architect of its own destruction. Infighting 
and personal squabbles looked as if they 
might tear the party apart. 

But, five years after its initial success, the 
UKIP has just come through its best period to 
date. In June, it secured 12 MEPs, and over 
two and a half million votes. (There are now 
11 MEPs after the party withdrew the whip from 
Ashley Mote in July over his failure to inform the 
party that he faced a court case over allegations of 
housing benefit fraud.) In the run-up to the elections, 
it received a number of celebrity endorsements, 
most notably from its new figurehead, Robert Kilroy- 
Silk, and continues to receive a significant amount of 
media attention. 

In the past month, the UKIP has begun to flounder 
again and has become divided between those who back 
the present leader, Roger Knapman and those who 
would like to see Kilroy-Silk as leader. Paul Sykes, its 
multimillionaire financial backer, publicly withdrew his 
support from the party. Equally damaging politically is 
the desertion of the publicist Max Clifford, who 
recruited Kilroy-Silk in the first place. Clifford believes 
that for Kilroy-Silk to take over as leader would be a 
disaster for the UKIP. “There is only one person that 
matters to Robert Kilroy-Silk and that’s Robert Kilroy- 
Silk,” he told the London Evening Standard. 

But there is little doubt that the UKIP is growing. photo: John Harris/ 
In 2002 it had 8,000 members. Now that figure is alleged reportdigital.co.uk 
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to be 26,500 to 28,000. In the south-west, one of the 
UKIP’s most fruitful areas of support, the past two years 
have seen its membership increase from 2,000 to 5,000. 

At the end of September, the UKIP showed that its 
threat might extend beyond the limited domain of 
European elections. In the Hartlepool by-election the 
UKIP candidate, Stephen Allison, came third with 3,193 
votes, pushing the Conservatives into fourth place. 

While the UKIP never had any chance of winning, this 
is evidence of how seriously the public is taking the 
issue of European integration, and the role that it will 
play in the forthcoming general election. There can be 
no doubt that the battle for votes will be fought on the 
two political hot potatoes of immigration and Europe. 

It is also clear that the Tories, the UKIP and to some 
degree parties such as the BNP will be fighting for the 
same ground. To some extent, each has been chasing 
the others’ tails resulting in a vicious circle that has 
shifted further away from the centre. 

Over the past year, the BNP has constantly smeared 
the UKIP in an attempt to snatch votes. At the 
beginning of 2004, the BNP was predicting that UKIP 
would implode and lose all its representation in 
Strasbourg while the BNP, “which also favours 
withdrawal ... has sprung to life”. 

The BNP has always been seen as the party that most 
strenuously opposes immigration and asylum. But it 
was clear that the BNP would have to address the 
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question of Europe more seriously if it were to receive 
protest votes against the mainstream parties. Certainly 
the UKIP had a much greater veneer of respectability 
than the BNP for securing the populist vote. By tackling 
the EU with greater vigour, the BNP hoped to give itself 
a less crude image and reinvent itself as “the only true 
and credible anti-EU political party”. 

On the other hand, the UKIP has had to address the 
question of immigration more clearly. As with the BNP 
which was known for its stance on this but not Europe, 
the UKIP is recognised only for its position on the EU 
and not on the other vote winner, immigration. Perhaps 
aware that to advance fully in the political arena, it could 
not address one but not the other, the UKIP has made a 
barrage of pronouncements in the past few months 
concerning the number of immigrants in this country. 

Kilroy-Silk made a hardline speech in September 
promising that the UKIP would set a quota of no more 
than 100,000 immigrants a year allowed into Britain. 
He added that should the UKIP ever come into power, 
it would withdraw from the Geneva Convention 
on refugees. 

But what is most shocking is that the Tory Party has 
made it clear that it will deal with the hardline 
approaches offered by the BNP and UKIP on Europe and 
immigration not by discrediting their stance but by 
echoing it. 

Just days after Kilory-Silk’s speech, Michael Howard 
followed suit with an almost identical speech on 
immigration. Howard also said that the Tories would 
pull out of the 1951 Geneva Convention on refugees 
should they get the opportunity. The Tory leader 
also made clear that he too would bring in annual 
quotas for immigrants. 

At the Tory Party conference, Shadow Home Secretary 
David Davis also emphasised that the next election will 
be fought on immigration. “I make no apologies for 
talking about immigration. It is an issue of real public 

concern. It will be a central issue at the next 
election,” he told the conference. “If legitimate 
parties don’t discuss it, the real danger is that 
extremists will.” 

To some extent parties such as the BNP have 
been allowed to set the climate on immigration. 
But at the same time they have also fed off it, 

jumping with glee upon the venom of the tabloid 
press and pronouncements of mainstream 
politicians. As Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, once 
commented, “the asylum issue has been great for us 
... This issue legitimises us.” 

The UKIP too is now using this vehicle to widen 

its popular appeal. It is evident that immigration is 

not going to be a subsidiary concern for the party. 
For the UKIP and some other anti-EU groups, the 
problems of Europe and immigration co-exist and 
cannot be easily separated. 

For some on the anti-EU right, the vision of an 
independent Britain that exists outside the parameters 
of the EU is also a euphemism for a Britain that is 
powerful and untainted by mass immigration. In a sense 
the image portrayed harks back to the mythical England 
that can be found in the pages of the nostalgic magazine 
This England. 

This world view is by no means inherent in an anti-EU 
perspective. But unfortunately, in the current political 
climate the link between the EU and immigration has 
been made the most prominent argument with which to 
resist European integration. Certainly opposition to the 
EU is not just the domain of narrow nationalists and 
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those who are against immigration and asylum. But it is 
a debate that has become manipulated, exploited and in 
some cases even hijacked by those who see immigration 
as the number one threat. 

At the UKIP’s Conservative Party conference fringe 
meeting on 6 October in Bournemouth, Knapman made 
strong statements on the subject. Tying up the prospect 
of EU enlargement with further movement into this 
country, he declared that he would not be supporting 
Turkey’s accession to the EU, adding “there ain’t much 
room left ... how many wish to come?” 

Emphatically, Knapman told the fringe meeting, 
“We say no to tens of thousands more immigrants”. 
The meeting was also addressed by Nigel Farage, a 
prominent UKIP MEP and Lord Willoughby de Broke, 
the publisher and committed hunt supporter who lost 
the Conservative whip in the Lords after urging Tories to 
vote UKIP in the European elections. 

Adrian Davies, chairman of the Freedom Party and 
barrister to the Holocaust denier David Irving, attended 
the UKIP meeting together with Lady Michelle Renouf, 
an associate of Irving. She stunned the UKIP crowd by 
posing a question that included the statement, “we are 
at risk of becoming psychologically Judaic, like in the 
US, that is the problem of multiculturalism”. 

Kilroy-Silk has also attacked the moves to admit 
Muslim Turkey’s “80 million people” to the EU in his 
high-profile column in the Sunday Express, because 
“Britain would have to bear the economic cost and 
increased immigration”. It was an earlier Express article 
attacking Arabs that lost him his job at the BBC. He has 
also used his column to attack Gypsies and “political 
correctness”, an indication of other populist policy 
planks on which the UKIP might seek to win votes. 

At the UKIP conference in Bristol on the weekend of 
2-3 October, Kilroy-Silk continued to make controversial 
references to immigration in his speech. He told the 
audience, “we are building a new Birmingham every five 
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years, but nobody was asked”. The reference was to 
estimates that around 250,000 immigrants enter the UK 
every year. 

He added, “This isn’t a question of race, creed, or 
colour, it is a question of numbers”. 

Kilroy-Silk also courted controversy by saying, 
“The Conservative Party is dying. Why would you want 
to give it the kiss of life? What we have to do is kill it, and 
replace it.” It was this remark, and the decision to stand 
UKIP candidates against eurosceptic Tory MPs at the 
next general election that led Sykes to withdraw his 
support from the party and reinvest in the Tories. 

Previously Sykes had said that he would only back the 
UKIP if Kilroy-Silk were its leader. The party is now at 
risk of tearing itself apart over the ambitions of Kilroy- 
Silk, who could prove to be either its making or its 
downfall. A large contingent supports Knapman and has 
not hidden its contempt for Kilroy-Silk and the brand of 
celebrity politics that he represents. Last month a 
meeting in Brussels to discuss Kilroy-Silk’s public 
declaration that he would like to lead the party broke up 
without resolution. Most UKIP MEPs support the 
continued leadership of Knapman, who has said about 
Kilroy-Silk, “nobody is bigger than the party ... We are a 
political party and not a chat show party. He needs to be 
a team player.” But Kilroy-Silk received a boost when the 
UKIP had to retract the results of a telephone poll of 
UKIP branch chairs, which it had said indicated little 
support for a leadership contest. 

The future for the UKIP is unclear. Whether it can 
sustain its achievements of the past year and build on its 
success outside the European elections remains to be 
seen; likewise, whether it can get over internal strife, 
leadership battles and funding problems. 

But the question of how seriously we take the UKIP is 
an important one. As a political party, its growth may 
turn out to be a flash in the pan. However, what it 
represents and stands for is anything but. Beyond the 

: public face of the UKIP is a whole 
section of the population who see the 
EU as the scourge of society and have 
tied this up with the issue of 
immigration, allowing the debate to 
become convoluted and distorted, and 
at the same time exacerbating what is 
already a sensitive issue. 

The problem is one of national 
identity. Both the press and politicians 
portray a more homogenised Europe 
and mass immigration as something that 
corrodes our sense of Britishness. 
This ties up with wider issues that have 
been embraced by the right, such as 
opposition to multiculturalism and 
“political correctness”, the latter of which 
has been much talked about by UKIP. 

It is not just the UKIP but the 
whole discourse that it has come to 
symbolise that is the problem, together 
with the mainstream parties that have 
tried to exploit the UKIP’s territory. 
Come the general election, those on the 
populist right will all vie for the same 
ground while at same time shifting 
that ground ever rightwards. This also 
allows Labour to shift towards the right 
while appearing to be centrist. What is 
lacking is reason, rationality and a 
humanitarian voice. 
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ANTI-EU RIGHT 


Campaigning against the EU is not the preserve of the far right. The groups calling 
for renegotiation of the relevant treaties or withdrawal from the EU range across the 
political spectrum. On these pages we outline some of the most influential . 
organisations that devote much of their time to the issue of Europe. Some, such as 
Right Now, are clearly on the far right and have few qualms about overtly linking the 
issue with asylum and immigration. Others, such as the Campaign for an Independent 
Britain and the Democracy Movement, are umbrella organisations that are not 
politically aligned, but work with groups across the board as long as they share an 
anti-EU perspective. This has meant that elements that are far from progressive 
have occasionally been allowed to seep in. Also included are think-tanks, such as 
the Bruges Group, that were founded by right-wing Conservatives. 
































Campaign for an 
Independent Britain 


Currently one of the most influential anti-EU 
umbrella groups, the Campaign for an 
Independent (CIB) has around 2,500 members. 
It was founded in 1976 as the Safeguard 
Britain Campaign, before emerging as the 
British Anti-Common Market Campaign in 
1983, finally evolving into the CIB in 1989. 

The CIB describes itself as “cross-party, non- 
sectarian, and non-racist”, and seeks to 
“repeal” the European Communities Act 1972 
ensuring Britain’s withdrawal from the EU. 

Its current president is Sir Richard Body, 
a former Conservative MP for Boston and 
Skegness, and author of The Breakdown of 
Europe. Body has addressed Right Now 
meetings on the subject of Europe. 

Sir Teddy Taylor MP. one of its vice-presidents, 
has also appeared in the pages of Right Now. 
The two other vice-presidents are Leolin Price 
QC and Nigel Spearing, a former Labour MP for 
Newham who retired in 1992. 

Russell White, leader of the far right Populist 
Party, is its London Southeast organiser. 


Anti Maastricht Alliance 


Founded in December 1992, the Anti-Maastricht 
Alliance (AMA) calls for the “renegotiation of all 
existing European Union Treaties’. The AMA is 
very influential in anti-EU campaigning and its 
support comes from across the political spectrum. 

An umbrella organisation, its members consist 
of lobbying groups rather than individuals, they 
include the UKIP, New Britain Party, Libertarian 
Alliance, Freedom Association, Federation of 












Small Businesses, European Foundation and the 
Campaign for an Independent Britain. 
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London Swinton Circle 


While not solely concerned with the EU, the London Swinton Circle 
has devoted much attention to this issue. Like Right Now, it 
inextricably links together the questions of immigration and the EU. 

The Swinton Circle is “a group of Conservatives whose political 
orientation is Powellite”. Run by Allan Robertson, a hardline Ulster 
loyalist, the Swinton Circle has been addressed by a number of Tory 
MPs, including the Shadow Cabinet members David Davis, Oliver 
Letwin and Liam Fox, as well as Teresa Gorman, Ann Widdecombe, 
Nicholas Winterton, Bill Cash, and Jain Duncan Smith. 

Robertson's newssheet Tough talking from the Right has claimed 
that the Tory Party would not deserve power unless it did three 
things: “Pledge that it will face down the BBC and race relations 
industry ... offer the country a referendum on withdrawal from the 
EU ... [and] scrap the Belfast agreement”. 


Democracy Movement 


One of the largest lobbying groups calling for Britain’s 
withdrawal from the EU, the Democracy Movement (DM) 
claims to have up to 250,000 members. In reality there are 
probably no more than 10,000. The DM is an umbrella 
group with no direct political allegiance and claims it “works 
with those who share our beliefs, of all parties and of 
none”. Its long-term objective and vision is a Europe 
“of self-governing democracies that trade together, enjoy 
cultural exchange with each other, and co-operate 
voluntarily where it makes sense to do so”. 

The DM was founded in September 1998 as the 
successor to the Referendum Movement, which. itself 
evolved from the defunct Referendum Party after Sir James 
Goldsmith’s death. In its early stages, support came from 
multimillionaire Paul Sykes, who went on to give financial 
backing to the UKIR 

Key figures in the DM were instrumental in the libertarian 
takeover of the right-wing Federation of Conservative 
Students (FCS) in the 1980s. ,They include the DM’s 
Executive Director Russell Walters, its Campaign Director 
Marc Henri-Glendening and Douglas Smith. Known for their 
often offensive and controversial stance, FCS members 
paraded at student conferences in “Hang Nelson Mandela” 
t-shirts. Glendening once sparked controversy when he was 
in the FCS by stating that heroin should be legalised. 

The DM produces a regular publication, These Tides. Four 
years ago the DM had a lot of influence, organising huge 
marches across London. Of late, its prominence has been 
overshadowed by the UKIP’s success and media attention. 
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Paul Sykes who last month 
withdrew his support from UKIP 


Right Now 


Right Now magazine is a fertile breeding ground for 
combining anti-EU propaganda with anti-immigration 
rhetoric. One of the most prominent publications on the 
conservative far right, the quarterly magazine takes a 
hardline stance against the EU and publishes the opinions 
of notable anti-EU campaigners. It also advertises on 
behalf of anti-EU groups, alongside strident views against 
asylum and immigration, and multiculturalism, which can 
be found in virtually every issue of the magazine. 

Derek Turner, former leader of the Irish nazi group, the 
Social Action Initiative, is its editor. Taki Theodoracopulos, 
author of the ‘High Life’ column in The Spectator, became 
its publisher in 2000. His name no longer appears as such 
in the magazine but he continues to write an opinion column 
on its back page. 

Taki once served a sentence in a British prison for 
carrying cocaine through customs at Heathrow airport. 
He has referred to General Pinochet as “the saviour 
of Chile”. 






to tie it eee to the pictleais soe b 
thereby allowing him to play on two very con 
issues at the same time. Kilroy-Silk has decla 
publicly his intention to lead the UKIP, putting him 


a collision path with Knapman, who has said that he 


intends to remain leader until 2006. Kilroy-Silk has 
embarked on a speaking tour to galvanise support. 


At the beginning of October, the UKIP was dealt a 
blow when its major financial backer, Paul Sykes, who 
had previously vowed to back Kilroy-Silk as leader, 
withdrew his support, switching over to the Tory Party. — 
However, another donor quickly pledged to fill the 


shortfall a from his departure. 


In 1997, a delegation from Right Now, including 
David Irving’s barrister Adrian Davies, leader of the 
Freedom Party, attended the far-right Front National 
festival in France. 

Right Now has been condemned by Conservative 
Central Office. Andrew Hunter MP, a former Tory who 
last year defected to the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
was sacked from lain 
Duncan Smith’s leadership 
campaign because he was 
a patron of Right Now. 

Other notable Tories who 
have been interviewed by, or 
contributed to, Right Now 
include Ann Widdecombe, 
Teresa Gorman, John 
Redwood, Teddy Taylor and 
Bill Cash. 
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Freedom Association 


Founded as the National Association for Freedom 
(NAF) in 1975, this group, which campaigns for 
“limited government”, became the Freedom 
Association (FA) in 1980. Some of its earliest 
actions were directed against trade unions and it 
was heavily involved in breaking the Grunwick 
strike in 1977, in which a mainly Asian female 
workforce fought against slave labour working 
conditions and starvation wages and for the right 
to join a trade union. 

The NAF was created by Viscount de LIsle VC, 
KG, PC, who died in 1991, with Ross McWhirter, 
killed by the IRA in November 1975, and his twin 
brother Norris McWhirter CBE. Until he too 
passed away earlier this year, Norris McWhirter, 
of Guinness Book of Records fame, was the 
FA’s president. 

Its current chairman is Christopher Gill, while 
one of its Honorary Treasurers is professor 
Anthony Flew, a patron of Right Now and a leading 
contributor to the right-wing Adam Smith 
Institute. 

Members of the FA's council include, Sir Rhodes 
Boyson, Winston Churchill, Russell Lewis, Andrew 
Roberts and Teresa Gorman, the 
former Tory hardliner who once 
told Right Now, “when people 
are in their own country, in 
Africa or Asia or what not, the 
atmosphere is completely 
different, they are at home in 
their own land. You hardly dare 
say a word about foreigners in 
this country without the media 
jumping on you”. 

Membership of the FA stands 
at around 4,000 It produces a 
regular journal, Freedom 
Today, the latest edition of 
which reproduces Robert 
Kilroy-Silk’s recent speech on 
curtailing immigration and 
withdrawing from the Geneva 
Convention on refugees. 
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European Foundation 


The European Foundation (EF) is a leading independent think-tank which 
advocates fundamental “renegotiation” of the Maastricht and Amsterdam 
treaties. It has 17 branches across Europe and produces a regular 
publication, the European Journal. 

Founded in September 1992 as the Democratic Association for Nation 
States, it was relaunched as the EF in October 1993. 

The former Conservative Prime Minister Baroness Thatcher is the EF’s 
patron and Bill Cash, a leading Tory MP its chairman. The former 
Federation of Conservative Students activist Andrew Rosindell is 
International Director. Rosindell is now the Conservative MP for Romford. 

On the UK advisory board are a number of prominent Tory MPs, 
including, John Bercow, lain Duncan Smith, David Davis, Howard Flight, 
David Heathcoat-Amory, Oliver Letwin and Bernard Jenkin. 

The former head of the EF’s Rome office was Emiliano Carlucci, vice- 
president of the youth wing of the fascist Alleanza Nazionale (AN). In 1998 
Cash addressed a European Young Conservatives meeting in Italy hosted 
by the AN’s Azione Giovani. Gianfranco Fini, the AN leader, was involved in 

private talks with Cash in 1998. 
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he brilliance of Jane Haining’s mind was 

appreciated very early at Dunscore Village School 

and at the Dumfries Academy, where she 

enrolled as a 12-year-old and entered the hostel 
for new pupils. 

By the time the daughter of Thomas Haining and 
Jane Mathison, a Nithsdale farming couple, left the 
school, she had achieved Highers in English, Maths, 
Latin, French and German but opted for a business 
course instead of going on to Glasgow University. 
Once qualified, Jane went to work for J & P Coats, the 
Paisley thread manufacturer, and was rapidly promoted 
to become the company secretary's private secretary. 
She stayed with the company for 10 years. 

Jane's social life had revolved round her church in 
Glasgow’s Queens Park West district and her work with 
the Sunday school and the Band of Hope. Her decision 
to abandon secure life in Glasgow came quite suddenly 
after hearing a lecture about the Church of Scotland’s 
Jewish Mission. First, however, she had to leave her 
career behind and return to college at her own expense 
to retrain in domestic science. 

Today the idea of Christian evangelism to Jews may 
seem bizarre. But in 1841, when the Scottish Mission 
first started to try to convert Jews in Budapest, 
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How did Jane Haining, a quiet, 
brilliantly intelligent woman born 
in Dunscore, Scotland in 1897 to 
a respectable religious family, 
become a martyr in the Nazi 
Auschwitz death camp in the 
summer of 1944? Karl Pfeifer 

in Budapest tells her story. 


Hungarian Jewry was on the verge of its “Golden Era’, 
Adam Clark, a Scottish engineer, had just led the 
construction of the icon of Budapest, the Chainbridge, 
the first link between Buda and Pest, and nobody could 
remotely foresee that in a Christian country Christian 
antisemitism would lay the ground for genocide. 

The Church of Scotland’s Jewish Mission in Budapest, 
to which Miss Haining was appointed matron in 1932, 
was the largest in the world. It combined a respected 
girls’ school and a home for girls whose parents were 
unable to care for them. Of the 400 pupils at the school, 
about 10% were boarders and it was towards them that 
Jane directed the maternal feelings that she had 
previously focused on her sisters, on the girls at the 
Dumfries hostel and on her Sunday School pupils. 

The Hungarian language is not easily mastered but at 
her Hungarian exam, about a year after her arrival in the 
country, one of her examiners reported that she could 
express herself fluently and accurately in Hungarian and 
all she needed was practice. After a year or two more, 
she was speaking it like a native. 

Jane was so committed to her young female charges 
that she returned home only twice, the second time in 
summer 1939. When war was declared, she returned to 
Budapest and never saw Scotland again. 


The onward march of Nazism in the 1930s also 
affected Hungary, which in 1938 began the association 
with Hitler’s Germany that was to cost it so dear. When 
Hungary adopted its first Anti-Jewish Law in that year, 
the Christian churches supported it, the leaders of the 
various denominations arguing that its adoption would 
“prevent further exacerbation of the Jewish question 
and assure the disarming of antisemitism’. Only the 
liberals and social democrats opposed the measure. 

Bishop Laszl6 Ravasz of the Reformed Church backed 
the law, emphasising that Jewry did not constitute a 
religion, but a distinct race and “evaluated” the social 
and historical factors that formed the “undesirable” 
traits of the Jews. The Catholic cardinal Jusztinian Ser 
advanced similar arguments. 

Jane, whose first close contact with Jew 
people was in Budapest, found them 
different from anyone else. She told h 
pupils about the great people fror 
whom they were descended and abou 
the great men of the Jewish people to 
whom the founder of the Christian © 
religion belonged. 

That winter there were four Jewish — 
refugee children from Austria in the — 
children’s home while outside in the 
streets vicious antisemitic agitation 
was frequently reinforced by violent 
disorder and ultra-rightist riots. 
Jane commented: “What a ghastly 
feeling it must be to know that no 
one wants you and to feel that your 
neighbours literally begrudge you 
your daily bread”. 

The Scottish missionaries were 
recalled home after the evacuation 
of the British army from Dunkirk, 
Italy’s declaration of war and the fall 
of Paris. But Jane declined, thinking 
herself safe in Budapest, perhaps 
even safer than at home. She wrote: 
“If these children need me in days of 
sunshine, how much more do they 
need me in days of darkness,” and 
cut up her expensive leather luggage 
to make soles for the girls’ shoes. 

On 19 March 1944, Nazi Germany 
occupied Hungary fearful that its ally 
might defect. The Hungarian 
administration, often in advance of 
German requests, decided to put the 
Jews in ghettos, participated in their 
impoverishment and allowed its 
police force to push about 500,000 
Jews into the freight cars that would 
take most of them to the Auschwitz- 
Birkenau extermination camp. 

Early in April 1944, two men from 
the Nazi secret police, the Gestapo, 
arrested Jane and dragged her off to 
the “Gestapo Villas”. After initial 
interrogation she was moved to the 
Hungarian-run prison in Buda. 

The Reformed Church and the 
Swiss legation made every effort to 
procure her release. Bishop Ravasz 
appealed to Prime Minister Dome 
Sztojay and to the Regent Miklos 
Horthy, but they claimed to have 
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no power to effect her release. 

Among the charges against Miss Haining were: 
© working among Jews, 
™ weeping when she saw girls attend class wearing the 
yellow star, 
® listening to BBC news broadcasts, 
® receiving many British visitors, 
™ visiting British prisoners of war and sending them 
parcels, 
® having been active in politics. 

She denied only the last charge. 

In late April 1944, she was taken from prison to the 

Kistarcsa internment camp and around 12 May she was 
forced into a cattle wagon with 90 other prisoners. A few 
ys later she arrived in Auschwitz where she was 
ttooed prisoner number 79467. 
Jane was to send one letter written with 
a pencil in German. It was dated 15 July 1944 
and postmarked Auschwitz 21 July 1944. 
_ Her death certificate also issued in July 
said: “Miss Haining, who was arrested 
_ for proven espionage against Germany, 
died in hospital, 17 July, of cachexia, 
following intestinal catarrh’. Cachexia 
is a general wasting of the body due 
to disease and malnutrition. Thus 
the story of the Nithsdale farmer’s 
daughter ended in martyrdom. 

Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance 
Authority in Jerusalem, awarded her 
the title Righteous Among the 
Nations. She is the only Scot to be so 
honoured. Yad Vashem takes its 
name from Isaiah, chapter 56, verse 
5: “And to them will I give in my 
house and within my walls a 
memorial and ... an everlasting 
name, that shall not be cut off.” 

In 1984 the Jewish Community in 
Budapest put up a memorial 
plaque in the Scottish Mission 
commemorating Jane Haining with 
gratitude and reverence. However 
an internet search in Hungary 
produces only a short reference to 
her, in parenthesis at that, in 
connection with the Jane Haining 
Prize funded by the Church of 

Scotland for Hungarian students. 

Why this lack of interest? 

Probably because too many 
Hungarians today use the term 
“genuine Christian” as a synonym 
for non-Jewish. In a country where 
Lorant Hegedtis Jr, a Reformed 
Church pastor at a long established 
congregation in Budapest and 
deputy chairman of the extreme 
right-wing Party of Hungarian 
Justice and Life, can incite hatred 
against Jews by demanding 
“Exclude them! If you fail to do so, 
they will do it to you!” and still 
remain a pastor, there is not much 
interest in the genuine Christian 
Jane Haining, However, she is now 
honoured, as her life has merited, 
in Glasgow and in Dunscore. 


Stained glass 
window in 
memory to 
Jane Haining 
in Queen's 
Park Church, 
Glasgow 
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Nazis prepare for 2006 
Bundestag assault 


By Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 


GERMANY’S TWO MAIN nazi parties are already 
making plans for an electoral assault on the German 
federal parliament, the Bundestag, in 2006, boosted by 
their regional election successes in Saxony and 
Brandenburg in September. 

In Saxony the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) took 9.2% and won 12 seats while 
in Brandenburg its erstwhile rival, the Deutsche 
Volksunion (DVU), gained 6.1% and six seats after the 
two parties made a pact not to run against each other. 

Now they have agreed to present a common list of 
candidates in 2006 elections. They hope to mop up 
some of the massive disaffection felt by German voters 
at Gerhard Schréder’s Social Democratic-Green 
coalition and its failure to resolve Germany’s mounting 
economic and social crisis. 

Although the principal beneficiaries of public 
discontent will undoubtedly be the conservative 
Christian Democrats (CDU) and their Christian Social 
Union allies in Bavaria, the nazis could gain too, not 
least because the conservatives are widely seen as 
incapable of presenting any sort of alternative to the 
coalition’s efforts to dismantle Germany’s extensive 
welfare provision. 

In addition, the NPD and its violent friends in the 
Freie Kameradschaften have worked hard to establish a 
dangerous presence in grass-roots campaigns against 
the government’s Hartz IV reform, which will cut 
benefits for the long-term unemployed. 

Angela Merkel, the CDU leader, is well aware of the 
potential threat on her right and briefly set about 
attempting to steal the nazis’ racist thunder by 
launching a strident petition against Turkish 
membership of the European Union. She later had to 
withdraw it after it sparked vociferous opposition even 
in her own party. 

As Volker Riihe, the right-wing CDU former defence 
minister, put it, the petition “could lead to people 


Searchlight November 2004 22 





coming to the CDU and asking ‘where do I sign up 
against the Turks?’” Merkel is now scratching around for 
another gimmick to head off potential inroads into the 
CDU vote by the NPD “boots for suits” brigade. 

Academic researchers estimate the potential vote for 
the extreme right in Germany at 10-15%. But the reality 
is that only if the alienation from politics felt in eastern 
Germany spreads to the west are the nazis likely to 
succeed in clearing the 5% barrier in a national election. 

The new alliance between the NPD and the DVU 
could fall foul of Germany's complicated electoral laws, 
into which common lists do not fit very comfortably. 
This could force the respective leaders Udo Voigt and 
Gerhard Frey to dissolve their own parties and form a 
new one. 

If so, gathering the necessary 2,000 signatures in all 16 
German federal states to get their show on the road 
would be the least of the nazis’ problems because there is 
also the fact that any attempt to work with an egomaniac 
like Frey tends to be very short-lived, as the NPD should 
know better than anyone. In their statements greeting 
their latest pact, both Voigt, a former army officer, and 
Frey, a millionaire publisher and property speculator, 
emphasised their “equality of rank” but factioneering is 
probably already frantically in progress. 

Voigt and his nazis in new clothes and hair gel are 
taking no chances on the longevity of their new-found 
friendship with Frey, who can bring the alliance few 
activists but a lot of placards. To keep all options open, 
extra-parliamentary ones included, in its bid for 
hegemony over the nazi scene, the NPD has rapidly 
incorporated into its ranks several leaders of the Freie 
Kameradschaften. They include the top Hitler 
enthusiasts Thomas Wulff from Hamburg, Thorsten 
Heise from Northeim and Ralph Tegethoff from the 
Rhineland. Wulff and Heise could be elected to the NPD 
executive at its annual conference at the end of October. 

What Voigt hopes will emerge from this is a “People’s 
Front of the Right”. His confidence is based on the belief 
that his party and the louts, thugs and terrorists that 
populate it are now “legitimate” in the eyes of the public 
following the failure of the government's half-hearted 
and botched attempt to ban it. Already, since its 
Saxon success, the 5,300-strong NPD is boasting a rush 
of recruits. 

Anti-fascists will have their work cut out in the coming 
months if the NPD’s roll is to be reversed. 


Domestic violence 
conviction triggers 
National Democrat 
collapse 


By Stieg Larsson for Expo and Antifa- 
Net in Stockholm 


THE DISINTEGRATION of the National Democrat party 
is approaching its final stage. As Searchlight has 
reported, the ND, one of Sweden's best organised nazi 
groups, began fragmenting in July following the 
conviction of its national organiser, Tor Paulsson, who 
was sentenced to 18 months in prison for violent assault 
and battery of his live-in partner. 

Although a split had been on the cards since at least 
the 2002 general election, most observers are surprised 
at the utter devastation of a party which was considered 
one of Sweden's strongest and most active political 
fringe groups as recently as during the European 
elections in June. 

Because the denunciation of violence towards women 
(by immigrant men) has been one of the party’s most 
important slogans, the Paulsson verdict ignited a 
bonfire of distrust in the party leadership. By August 
a number of prominent members had decided to cut 
their losses and leave. They included ND-Norrtalje, one 
of the most active hardline party branches, which 
defected lock, stock, barrel and cash box to the rival 
Sweden Democrats. 

By the end of August the party was in a shambles, with 
a vicious internal power struggle under way. The party's 
militant and pro-nazi faction, led by the former youth 
leader Marc Abramson, himself sentenced to 16 months’ 
imprisonment for leading a violent assault on the 
Stockholm Gay Pride march in 2003, rebelled against 
Anders Steen, the party’s “suit-and-tie” leader. 

For a while Steen, who holds one of the party’s four 
town council seats, was not even allowed entry to the 
party’s “top secret” headquarters in south Stockholm. 
It seemed as if the party would crumble in the power 
struggle but last minute negotiations in September led 
to a temporary cease-fire, with Steen and Abramson 
trying to mend fences. 

Steen remained leader of a much-weakened 
organisation but the truce disintegrated in late 
September when he _ suddenly announced his 
resignation. The immediate reason was that he had been 
censured for suggesting that more council money 
should be spent on providing information about the 
perils of antisemitism, a crafty move designed to help 


tone down criticisms of the antisemitism rampant in the 
rest of the party. 

Steen’s ploy came under an immediate barrage of rage 
from openly national socialist groups in Sweden, among 
them the National Socialist Front and the pro-terrorist 
Info-14, which branded him a traitor to the “national 
cause”. As most of Abramson’s power base in the ND 
consists of nazi activists, he had to play along while his 
sidekick, the ND’s Czech-born chief ideologist Vavra 
Suk, openly denounced Steen on the party’s official 
internet homepage. Steen’s resignation was the result. 

During the following week the ND lost all four of its 
council seats, as member after member defected. 
Having lost the bulk of their members, Abramson and 
Suk called an emergency party congress but only about 
two dozen diehard activists heeded the call. 

The problem then was to find a candidate politically 
suicidal or stupid enough to accept nomination as party 
leader. Several people were asked but only Tomas 
Johansson accepted. Johansson is a former ideologist of 
the Sweden Democrats who brandished the axe in 1996 
when most of the founders of the Sweden Democrats 
were expelled for “treason against the party”. In 2001 he 
was one of the first to defect from the Sweden 
Democrats and was an ND founding member. Now he 
will head an organisation that in two months has 
crumbled from being one of the most active extreme 
right-wing groups in Sweden to a chaotic parody of a 
political organisation. 

Immediately following Johansson’s ascent to power, 
the ND’s strategically important Gothenburg branch 
decided to call it a day after Lars-Magnus Larsson, the 
branch chairman, called a meeting that voted to 
dissolve the party organisation, leaving only one active 
member in the city. The new national executive is made 
up of a few fanatics leading a handful of activists. 


Tomas 
Johansson 
who has 
taken on the 
hopeless task 
of leading the 
remains of 
the National 
Democrats 








Police violence was 
‘deliberate and unprovoked’ 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


Anti-fascists 
try to stop an 
openly nazi 
and 
antisemitic 
march on the 
eve of the 
anniversary of 
D-Day. Police 
used violence 
against the 
anti-fascists, 
leaving the 
nazis in 
peace 
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ON 5 JUNE, police in The Hague violently broke up an 
attempt by 350 anti-fascists to block a demonstration by 
a ragbag of fascist Nederlandse Volks Unie (Dutch 
People’s Union) members and supporters. To halt the 
protest, the police had to arrest 330 of the anti-fascists 
and, in doing so, discard all their guidelines for non- 
violence and public safety. 

So what happened? Officially, the slogan of the NVU 
demonstration was “Against US aggression” but, coming 
just a day before the D-Day commemoration, it was 
turned into a retro-protest against the Allied landings in 
Normandy in June 1944 that signalled the beginning of 
the end of Hitler's Third Reich. 

The 60 nazis, many from Belgium and Germany and 
a pitiful 30 from the Netherlands itself, walked through 
an empty park in The Hague surrounded by police in 
riot gear, carrying a banner with the slogan “Combat 
Zionist Oppression”. 

It was an open display of antisemitism. Constant 
Kusters, the NVU’s leader, claimed before the march 
that the Jews control the US government. Although 
the police confiscated one flag with a Celtic cross, the 
international symbol for White Power among nazis, all 
manner of nazi symbolism was on show, including the 
Wolfsangel, Triskels (three-legged swastika), the number 
88 (which stands for Heil Hitler), SS Death’s Heads and 
T-shirts from Blood and Honour Deutschland, which is 
outlawed in Germany. The Belgian Groen Rechts 
contingent headed by Wolf Kuss displayed a Celtic 
cross flag and two of the Germans even wore Waffen 
SS uniforms. 

Despite all this, the police did not intervene, claiming 
that the “boundaries of tolerance were not in any way 
broken”. This happens every time a nazi demonstration 
is staged in the Netherlands. The police promise to 
step in and confiscate “racist material and slogans” 
but never do so, hiding behind operational complica- 
tions and claiming “it was too dangerous to go in and 
arrest people”. 

Perhaps this time they were also too busy bashing 
anti-fascists who dared to exercise their legal right 
to show disagreement with the mayor's decision to 
let nazis parade freely in the streets and to oppose 
the ideas, intimidation and mobilisation of fascism. 
After 350 anti-fascists had gathered in the centre of 
The Hague for a legal counter-demonstration and 
occupied the nazi march route, police in full riot gear 


surrounded the crowd. Together with plain-clothes 
officers and horses, they laid into the anti-fascists, 
lashing out with fists, batons and boots. 

As was to be expected, several people were injured, 
one with a broken arm, and were hospitalised. Some of 
the 330 anti-fascists arrested were threatened and 
insulted in police cells before being sent home 
with fines. 

Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) has denied that the 
behaviour of the anti-fascists was aggressive and 
emphasised that they only acted in self defence. It has 
also gathered witness statements about the police 
violence and presented them to the city mayor and all 
parties on the city council. 

All the arrested anti-fascists were fined which means 
they can be prosecuted if they do not pay. AFA is now 
providing them with legal help and will assist if the 
police decide to go for mass prosecutions and trials. 
More likely, however, is that the public prosecutor will 
throw out the charges for lack of evidence. 

The complaints of the protesters are, nevertheless, 
very serious. They charge that the police violence was 
deliberate and unprovoked, that the plain-clothes 
officers wanted to fight and invited people to resist, and 
that police did not allow those injured to get first aid. 
Some demonstrators were battered unconscious by 
blows to the head. 

Police dragged one injured anti-fascist by his feet 
along the ground and up onto a bus, bumping his head 
on every step. However the bus driver did not want to 
deliver him to the police station because he did “not 
want him to die” in the bus. The victim was then dragged 
back out again to be told: “Then you can die here, you 
bastard”. Later he was taken away in an ambulance, but 
was arrested again, only being released at a railway 
station in the middle of the night. 


Those arrested and carted off to police stations say the 
humiliation and insults continued there, even if the 
violence lessened. Some people were held tightly 
handcuffed for as long as four hours and ignored and 
taunted when they needed a toilet or medicines. 

Other police insults shocked even hardened anti- 
fascists. When one group of arrested anti-fascists was 
led away, one officer snarled: “Now we go to the gas 
chambers”. Another said “These people don't belong in 
this society . Remarks such as, “Can we beat them up 
again?” and “Left scum” were also heard. 

The anti-fascists were eventually released without 
speaking to lawyers. Banners and placards were 
confiscated, as well as the car that AFA used for sound 
equipment, which the police later sawed into pieces, 
and buckets in which AFA had collected money among 
the demonstrators. A considerable number of personal 
items belonging to demonstrators also “disappeared”. 

The fear now is that the police are trying to close the 
book on the events of 5 June and that their behaviour on 
the day might mark the adoption of new, and much 
more brutal, tactics to deal with anti-fascists. 
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FRANCE 


FN heads for new split 


From From Esbé for Reflexes and 
Antifa-Net in Paris 


THE FRENCH FAR-RIGHT’S late summer has been 
marked by the kind of psychodrama that only the Front 
National can manufacture, with the adherents of the 
party leader Jean-Marie Le Pen and his daughter, 
Marine, lined up against the followers of Jacques 
Bompard, the dissident FN mayor of Orange. 

The conflict looks straightforward and is presented 
that way by the press but as usual the reality is 
more complicated, consisting of a combination of 
multiple problems, not least those of individual 
ambitions, political strategies and external influences 
within the party. 

Officially, the crisis burst into life last spring when Le 
Pen replaced the veteran fascist Marie-France Stirbois 
with Lydia Schenardi as a European election candidate. 
This move was dictated by at least three considerations: 
policy, personal relations and money. Schenardi is unlikely 
alone to have prompted this decision, which Le Pen well 
knew was destined to reignite tensions within the FN. 

Schenardi is the widow of Jean-Pierre Schenardi, a 
leading FN official who died in March. M Schenardi, an 
amateur big game hunter in Africa, where he died, was 
a loyal retainer of the Le Pen clan and had supported 
Générations Le Pen, Marine Le Pen’s_ private 
association, since its revival in 2002. He was also a 
former manager of the big construction company BTP 
and piled up a small fortune, out of which he 
contributed financially to the FN. 

Propelling Schenardi’s widow into a key position 
produced a triple advantage. It humiliated the FN old 
guard for its “inappropriate” criticism of Le Pen’s 
daughter and of the big chief himself. It punished a 
militant old woman for whom Le Pen has never had the 
slightest regard. And it swept aside rumours that Mme 
Schenardi had bought her place on the European 
election list for £20,000, a sum that Stirbois was 
obviously unable to raise. 

The Schenardi affair attached itself to the crisis that 
has been growing in the FN for the past two to three 
years and forced Stirbois openly to criticise Le Pen, 
calling on him to respect the FN’s internal rules, 
something she had never bothered about before. 
Members of the FN old guard are all too well aware that 
the FN’s Political Bureau has never been more than a 
rubber-stamp for Le Pen’s decisions. 

Le Pen’s internal policy has always been to maintain a 
balance between rival tendencies in order to neutralise 
them. Such a balance is indispensable to the 
maintenance of his authority, now even more than 
before. But an inevitable corollary of this careful 
management has been a series of crises, bitter factional 
outbursts and psychodramas, the most famous of which 
remains the split with Bruno Mégret in 1998. 
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The departure of the Mégret faction and its numerous 
elected officials allowed the Catholic fundamentalist and 
solidarist element to assume a bigger role than its actual 
weight in the party deserved. Represented by key figures 
such as Bompard and Bernard Antony, this current 
supports the man most likely to defend its ideas, Bruno 
Gollnisch, the party’s official deputy leader. 

This uncomfortable situation has forced Le Pen 
to work hard over the past two years to pull a rival 
current out of a hat to restore “balance”. The only 
realistic possibility was presented by his daughter and 
her friends, which has reinforced the impression in 
right-wing extremist circles of nepotism in the FN. 
Every possible means has been mobilised to ensure 
Marine’s advancement: the party press (Francais 
d’Abord), the FN-friendly press (National Hebdo), the 
party’s internal flow chart from the 2003 party congress 
and the selection of the chief candidates for the 2004 
regional and European elections. 

This strategy has put the old guard around Gollnisch on 
the defensive and gave it just two choices. They could go 
for a split and probably condemn themselves to political 
death as happened with Mégret’s “experiment”, or they 
could adopt alternative strategies while keeping a foot in 
the party apparatus and counting on wearing out Le Pen. 
They opted to “stay in and fight”. 

As a result, Antony has been concentrating since 2003 
on a revitalisation of those structures, in particular 
Christian-Solidarity, which he has run for 20 years, while 
Bompard launched a peripheral outfit called Public Spirit 
in 2002. 

If Public Spirit’s first meeting in Orange in June 2003 
caused a grinding of teeth among some participants, 
the FN’s internal evolution only contributed to the 
success of later meetings, in May 2004 and at a summer 
school in August. Bompard’s strategy has three prongs: 
rallying support, networking and putting down local 
roots. Public Spirit’s meetings have brought together 
party activists who bitterly opposed each other after the 
Mégret split and who at first sight seemed unlikely to 
work together: solidarists, identitaires (identity obses- 
sionists), regionalists and FN traditionalists. 

This outlandish factional mosaic has provided Le Pen 
functionaries with the ammunition to discredit Public 
Spirit but the distance between the trauma of 1998 - 
and the near disappearance of Mégret’s Mouvement 
National Républicain since then — has put paid to 
accusations that Bompard is working with “traitors”. 

Extending a hand to the various tendencies of the 
nationalist movement cannot exclude organisational 
ambitions nor the risk that one faction might gobble up 
others. This risk has existed for a long time in the 
case of the identitaires, wno Bompard knows are experts 
in the “cuckoo” strategy. Their prominent presence in 
Public Spirit can be explained by the important role 
played by Andre-Yves Beck, an identitaires supporter, in 
Bompard’s local administration in Orange. 

Putting down local roots will provide the basis for 
an alternative if there are expulsions from the FN. 
The opposition to Le Pen is busily assembling a political 
toolkit that will enable it to survive being kicked out of 
the party, especially in the south where the I/dentitaires 
are quite well organised. 

For the moment there has been a pause in the 
exchanges of insults and invective between the factions 
and the crisis is on hold. But a pause is only a pause and 
the fight will inevitably flare up again, forcing Le Pen to 
indulge in more dazzling political stunts to hold on to the 
party. One can only eagerly await the spectacle. 








New book documents antisemitism in 
politics and the media 


By Karl Pfeifer 


B’NAI_ B’RITH’S BUDAPEST LODGE has 
comprehensively documented the antisemitic scandals 
of 2002 and 2003 in its third volume of essays on 
antisemitism in the Hungarian media and politics. 
The book follows similar collections of articles about 
2000 and 2001. 

From the Middle Ages until quite recently, Jews have 
been maliciously accused of sacrificing Christian 
children at Passover, an accusation termed the blood 
libel. One such case was the notorious Tiszaeszlar ritual 
murder trial in 1882, in which a number of Jews were 
charged with killing Eszter Solymosi, a Christian girl, for 
the purpose of blood sacrifice. The presiding judge as 
well as the public prosecutor had the courage to 
denounce the absurdity of the case and the defendants 
were acquitted. 

That is a matter of historical fact but historical fact, 
the book demonstrates, has not stopped the ultra- 
rightist Istvan Csurka and his followers from reviving 
this clapped-out canard with the lying statement: 
“On 11 September 2003 the Hungarian Justice and Life 
Party (MIEP) laid a wreath on the grave of Eszter 
Solymosi, the 13-year-old Calvinist girl who disappeared 
without a trace 120 years ago. It has been taboo, up to 
this day, that the members of the Jewish community of 
Tiszaeszlar murdered the Christian girl 120 years ago for 
ritualistic reasons and that they were acquitted as a 
result of political pressures.” 

One of the most interesting essays deals with “The 
Image of Jews in Magyar Demokrata”, a weekly 
magazine that occupies a key position in the opinion- 
forming forums of the Hungarian right wing. Thanks to 
kind gestures by the former governing party, FIDESZ, 
and especially by former Prime Minister Viktor Orban, 
the extremist Magyar Demokrata has been elevated to 
the mainstream of the right-wing press. The magazine 
includes a column published as editorial material 
carrying the FIDESZ emblem, indicating the 
confidential relationship between its editors and the 
party. This support provides a financial benefit for 
Magyar Demokrata and bestows acceptability on its 
extremist style and content. 

Magyar Demokrata plays a significant role in 
refurbishing an obsolete, nationalistic Hungarian 
“identity” through its apologetic stance on Hungarian 
history and politics between the two world wars, when 
the so-called “Christian course” integrated antisemitism 
into official ideology and validated anti-Jewish 
discrimination. The magazine also backs events such as 
the celebration of the “Day of Honour” established by 
the violent nazi Blood and Honour Cultural Association. 

Magyar Demokrata even occasionally publishes 





careful apologia for Hitler and Nazi Germany. It has 
turned members of the Hitler Youth into role models 
who “in the last days of the war were defending their 
country with heroic courage, guns in hand many of 
them sacrificing their lives in the fight against the Anglo- 
Saxon and Soviet hordes that greatly outnumbered 
them, and with their prowess they added everlasting 
glory to Germany's historic almanacs ...” 

The author of that article, cited in B’nai B’rith’s book, 
also gives credit to the Nazi Party because “the NSDAP 
was proud to have 17(!) Nobel prize winners among its 
members, a number that could not be beaten by all the 
communist parties of the world together (of course, at 
that time the Nobel prize ceremony was not considered 
to be one of the largest national festivities of Jews) ...” 

The main supporter of this antisemitic rag is FIDESZ, 

a member of the conservative European People’s Parties 
group in the European Parliament alongside the British 
Conservative Party. 
i Antisemitic Discourse in Hungary in 2002-2003, 
Report and Documentation, published by B’nai B’rith 
Budapest Lodge, Révay u. 16, H-1065 Budapest [2004], 
1,800 Forint (£5.55p), ISSN 1589-0619. 





the fight 


Searchlight November 2004 27 





continues... 
wwwestopthebnpecom 


Searchlight on the 


TATE 





The Occidental Quarterly: 


‘What of it?’ 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR & Antifa Net 


AFTER THREE YEARS stuck in a post-9/11 torpor, a 
small group of intellectuals atop the white nationalist 
movement are engaged in a reassessment of their 
guiding ideas. The vehicle for this effort is a small- 
circulation, unassuming 100-page journal, The 
Occidental Quarterly, published by the recently created 
Charles Martel Society. After a dozen issues in three 
years, TOQ, as the editors refer to it, exists at the 
intersection of old-fashioned scientific racism, America 
First isolationism, Anglo-Saxon xenophobia and post 
Hitler-era national socialism. As yet, these writers 
entertain no visible regard for fashions of the 1990s such 
as Christian patriotism, militia mongering or white 
power rocking. In their minds, white racist tribalism 
remains the name of the game; but they prefer the 
grown-up non-fanciful kind. 

From this platform, Derek Turner, who serves on 
TOQ's editorial advisory board, analysed the prospects 
of the British National Party, the French Front National 
and their counterparts in 20 other European countries: 
“These parties are extremely volatile,” he wrote, “ 
filled with strong personalities and fragile egos ... they 
are especially prone to splits and internecine 
squabbling”. Most readers of this magazine would 
probably agree with this assessment. 

Ted O'Keefe, a TOQ associate editor, considered the 
influence of Turner Diaries author William Pierce. 
O’Keefe concluded that, “.... much of William 
Pierce’s writing over the years was vitiated by his 
compulsion to threaten, promise, justify, and seemingly 
advocate violence ...”. Nevertheless O’Keefe decided 
that Pierce should be well regarded, post-mortem, 
despite “mistakes in a long and lonely career defending 
and championing our kind”. 

Although O’Keefe is a minor figure bedevilled by the 
effects of a bipolar disorder, his presence should be 
noted. He worked as an editor for Pierce back in 1978, 
before joining the staff of the Holocaust denial Institute 
for Historical Review. At IHR, O’Keefe stayed aligned 
with his old National Alliance comrade Mark Weber 
throughout a long legal battle with Willis Carto. Shortly 
after Weber won a final and decisive victory, however, 
O’Keefe jumped ship. Now he serves alongside Sam 
Francis, also a TOQ associate editor. Francis’s trajectory, 
by comparison, has been in the opposite direction. 
Starting at the commanding heights of conservative 
power, the Heritage Foundation and the staff of the 
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now-dead North Carolina Republican Senator John East, 
Francis lives now at the unrespectable bottom. Together 
they signal a new conjunction in the movement’s 
intellectual affairs. 

In this regard, consider also Jared Taylor, who has 
signed on to TOQ’s editorial advisory board, and serves 
as a corporate director of the Charles Martel Society. 
In his public persona as editor of the American 
Renaissance newsletter, Taylor has eschewed the 
trappings of conspiratorial antisemitism, even as he has 
purveyed the worst forms of anti-black biological 
determinist racism. But “the Jews” are very much among 
TOQ’s concerns. An article by a California State 
University professor on the “background traits for 
Jewish activism’, for example, has set the stage for a 
pseudo-scholarly antisemitism, more suited to those 
repelled by the vicious boneheaded kind. 

To date, the journal reflects the array of “respectable” 
white nationalist issues, including immigrants, 
demography, eugenics and race science. As the re- 
evaluation of Pierce and the European nationalist right 
demonstrates, however, the principal focus is itself, 
including a reconsideration of the movement's 
foundational ideas. And on this point, it has yet to 
publish anything exceeding an essay entitled “Two 
Models of White Racialism’. Written pseudonymously, 
this article argues that the current movement is infected 
by the normative values of universalism, much to its 
detriment. By contrast, older versions of white 
supremacy, which exhibit no regard for the supposed 
rights of subaltern populations, reflect a healthier ethic. 
The author claims that Holocaust denial is an example 
of the “universalism” approach. And he quotes 
favourably from Revilo Oliver, deceased. “Suppose that 
the Jews’ characteristically big lie were the truth ... If the 
Germans had done that, what of it? Why should Aryans 
be concerned about that effort at national sanitation?” 

While TOQ’s editors have not formally endorsed the 
approach taken in this article, its conclusions should be 
noted: “The lack of a contemporary articulation of the 
old model of racialism is what makes it difficult, if not 
impossible, for most whites, including many 
“movement” people, to explain the racial approach of 
pre- and early twentieth century America, with its guilt- 
free, relaxed, and widely accepted exclusion of blacks, 
Indians, and Jews from political, economic, and even 
athletic and entertainment realms.” 

TOQ is sponsored by an outfit calling itself the Charles 
Martel Society. In the eighth century, Charles Martel 
reconquered Gaul for the Franks and famously defeated 
the Muslims at the battle of Tours. In the 21st century his 
name is being used by a non-profit corporation spending 
less than $80,000 a year to hold one meeting and produce 
a journal with about 400 subscribers. The Society's 
president is William H. Regnery II, a member of a family 
long associated with ultra-conservative causes, including 
the isolationist far right before World War Two. 

For the present, The Occidental Quarterly’s orbit 
remains small. It is unlikely that TOQ will supplant 
larger circulation periodicals such as American 
Renaissance or the Council of Conservative Citizens 
tabloid. Rather, it appears designed to influence the 
people who write for those and other publications. 
And as it continues reconsideration of white ideologies 
past and present, it will inevitably cast a net far wider 
than its actual circulation figures might suggest. 
™ Assistance for this article was provided by Devin 
Burghart at the Center for New Community and 
Tony Torrero. 





RUSSIA 


Beslan, international 
terrorism and 
Russian patriots 


From Mara Vladimirova for 
Antifa-Net in Moscow 


HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERTS, journalists and indeed ordinary 
people in Russia have long been accustomed to escalating 
anti-Caucasian sentiment after terrorist attacks. Almost 
endemic racist stereotyping of people from the Caucasus 
automatically leads to them being blamed collectively, 
especially in the wake of strident official declarations that anti- 
terrorist measures will be beefed up and warnings that the 
population must protect itself against international terrorism. 

The Russian authorities attribute the downing of two 
aeroplanes at the end of August, an explosion at a Moscow 
metro station and the horrific Beslan school siege, in which 
more than 400 schoolchildren, teachers and others died at 
the hands of terrorist gunmen and bombers, to Chechens, 
Ingushis and Arabs. 

On 10 September, just days after the Beslan tragedy, 
police officers assaulted Magomed Tolboyev because of his 
Dagestani origin while checking his documents near a 
metro station in Moscow. Tolboyev, a former test pilot 
decorated with the title Hero of Russia, is an assistant to a 
State Duma member. 

During the same week, gangs of youths attacked three 
Armenian and Azeri cafes in Yekaterinburg in the Urals 
region, killing one person and injuring two. And in 
Vladivostok a gang of young skinhead men beat a North 
Korean citizen to death. 

The violent events in Beslan affected every corner of 
Russian society and launched an avalanche of media 
coverage in which the alleged errors of the anti-terrorist 
operation and the state’s strategy in Beslan have been 
“analysed” with much speculation. 

The extreme right-wing Russian nationalist media also 
entered the arena to give its own twisted perspective on 
events as is readily seen from a survey of some of their 
publications: Limonka, the journal of Edouard Limonov’s 
National Bolshevik Party, Alexander Prokhanov’s Zavtra, 
Duel, published by the antisemitic Yuri Moukhin, and 
Znanije-Viast! (Knowledge is power). These papers have a 
wide readership, ranging from “radical” youth to ageing ex- 
Soviet communists. Their focal points since July have been 
terrorism and extensive “background” articles about Beslan, 
North and South Ossetia, Ingushetia and Abkhazia. 

Only in the 7 September edition of Due/ was there nothing 
about the Beslan events although, in a brief review of 
another nationalist magazine, Russkoje obozrenije (Russian 
Review), the plans of the Moscow administration to move a 
large number of Chechen families into Russian villages 
around Moscow were reported tendentiously. “One can 
imagine the result of this adventure!” the article concluded. 

Other articles in Duel have thrown into relief 
the imperialist ambitions of Russian nationalists in the 
Caucasus: “Abkhazia and South Ossetia are legally part of 


Russia, so the aggressor there is Georgia”. The task of 
Russian patriots, readers are told, is to use international 
law to prove that Lithuania and a part of the Dniester are 
also Russian. 

Prokhanov in a leading article in Zavtra explained “who's 
who” in the world, arguing perversely that the detonation of 
bombs in the school in Beslan saved Russia from the 
catastrophe of being totally occupied by the USA. The exiled 
Chechen politician Anmed Zakaev and the former president 
of Chechnya, Aslan Maskhadov, are, according to 
Prokhanov, puppets of the USA, “Russia’s real enemy”. God, 
he says, saved Russia with the sacrifice of the children. 
Ominously, Prokhanov claims that democracy is dead after 
the tragedy in Beslan and urges President Vladimir Putin to 
mobilise forces to fight Russia’s historical enemy: the West. 

Sergei Kara-Murza refers to the same enemy in the 
Znanije-Viast! and analyses the history of the terrorist 
movement from Aristotle to the present day, trying to prove 
that terrorism as a tool of mass manipulation was specially 
developed in western Europe. There was, he suggests, no 
terrorist movement in the former Soviet Union because the 
mass media gave killers no publicity. In contrast, Kara- 
Murza accuses television and radio in the new Russia of 
working for the terrorists. His conclusion: to end terrorism in 
Russia, it is necessary to end the freedom of press. 

But what do these writers mean by “world terrorism”? 
Kara-Murza’s answer is unequivocal: the USA and Israel. 
This view is echoed by V L Petrov, another extremist writer 
in Znanije-Viast!, who rages, “The main generator of 
terrorism is Zionism”. Warming to his theme, Petrov goes 
on: “From the very beginning, from Moses, Zionism is 
programmed for terrorism ... Zionism rules the terrorism of 
the Islamists ... The aim of the terrorists-Zionists is to build 
one world state under their rule ...” 

Petrov winds up by saying that the first task of terrorism is to 
smash Russia, as the only real spiritual force against Zionism, 
by turning Russia out of the Caucasus, Georgia, Ossetia and 
Chechnya and then to build Nato military bases here. 

Traditionally anti-American, Limonka and Zavtra sing the 
same political tune, namely that Putin and President 
Mikhail Saakashvili of Georgia are selling the Caucasus to 
the United States and that the only way out of the terrorist 
loop tied by the USA and its Nato allies is to restore the 
Russian Empire. 

It would be a mistake to believe that these ideas are the 
product of this summer's terror attacks. A booklet published 
five years ago by analysts at the Panorama political 
research centre in Moscow documents — in almost the 
same words from the same people — the ideas that Russia, 
as a “civilisation of good” has a special mission to resist the 
“civilisation of evil” represented by transnational 
corporations and “Zionism”, and that the main task is to 
build a strong state with limited freedom for its citizens. 

There is mounting evidence that Putin and the 
government also want a strong state with restricted 
freedom. The massive popular anti-terrorist rallies 
organised by the state in the wake of the Beslan atrocity are 
being used to move further in that direction. Yet those 
attending these rallies were not especially right-wing but 
just ordinary people demanding with their banners and 
placards that the authorities close Moscow and other 
Russian cities to Caucasians, step up the war in Chechnya 
and end the moratorium on the death sentence. 

Interestingly, the National Bolshevik Party urged Putin to 
start immediate talks to stop the war in Chechnya, a novel 
move for Limonov and his pals who only a couple of years 
ago were telling Limonka readers how to make bombs at 
home, put them in rubbish bins in the bus stations and not 
to worry if there are children around. 
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Dissension greets VB’s | 
Operation Respra 


By Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/CAF-Résistances, Brussels 





THE RIGHT-WING EXTREMIST Vlaams Blok (VB) has 
finally started the long expected respray of its image. 
The move, which we predicted after the recent elections 
and formation of a new government for the Flemish 
region, is aimed at restyling the party in such a way that 
it becomes publicly more acceptable or, more 
accurately, less unacceptable. 

The party’s results in the European and regional 
parliamentary elections in June boosted the VB, which 
with 25% of the Flemish votes has become the biggest 
party in Flanders. Despite this success the VB remains 
isolated, with the democratic parties continuing to 
maintain the cordon sanitaire that has prevented the 
racist party from taking part in any kind of government 
— a situation resembling that of the Italian Communist 
Party in the 1960s and 1970s. 

The VB’s leadership, increasingly restive with being an 
eternal opposition, hungry for power and supported by 
highly ambitious newcomers, is now trying to wriggle 
out of this straitjacket. This task is made more difficult 
because the leadership knows that weakening the 
party’s populist and racist language, removing the so- 
called “raw edges” and using a new and softer name 
might have deadly effects on the VB’s electoral 
performance. This is probably why Philip Dewinter, 
leader of the VB, has declared on several occasions 
that “only the package will change not the content”. 
The respray will be no more than a cosmetic job. 

Cosmetic or not, it comes as no surprise that not 
everyone in the VB welcomes the “charm offensive”. a 
The VB has, after all, barely changed since it wascreated | ; = 


in 1979 and provides rigid structures and simple [airy comm uckca ene on 

answers to complex problems for its members. zc Mi Nee ucucoaucusuicmcrecm cece nutans 

It promotes “values” that have remained unchanged | Wie 7 oii) (0) pagan origin, it was used by the Ku Klux Klan and 

over the past three decades. Modifying this state of (CMe u oer eile eau eeu Second World War 

affairs causes a lot of stress in the party's ranks. | Above right, the German Reichskriegsfahne (imperial war flag) 
‘The first VB heavyweight to express open [MUiieetec ccc CR(ci Monta: Orica et ace Site 

disagreement was the federal MP Filip De Man, who aii yN ieee nui eucen-cocueaoucieG ae 

declared that the party did not need to change atalland = 7 Wieser ey aes ous eee ses 

should not be led by “chickens”. For an MP to dissent (2 
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from the official line of the party leadership is unusual 
because internal democracy has never been the party’s 
biggest asset. Even MPs only speak when spoken to. 

But De Man was not the first to speak out. 
That dubious honour was left to the former VB senator 
and vice-president Roeland Raes. A veteran extremist 
known for his revisionist opinions, Raes rejected the 
moves to produce a “VB Lite” in an article in Revolte, a 
magazine published by the radical nationalist heavy 
mob Voorpost. 

The VB wants to change the facade to become more 
attractive in particular to the right wing of the Flemish 
liberal-democrat and Christian-democrat parties, the 
VLD and CD&V. But this is not the only motive that 
drives this remarkable stunt. There is still a very serious 
judicial threat hanging over the party, which was 
convicted for racism earlier this year. 

The Court of Cassation, Belgium’s supreme court, 
will soon decide the long running case against the VB. 
It is expected to confirm the earlier conviction, which 
could deprive the party of state funds for a period. 

Most observers consider that the renewal exercise is a 
farce and nothing will change at all. In the end, the 
“renewed” party will have the same personalities, 
the same organisation and the same objectives as 
before. Frank Vanhecke, the VB president, more or less 
confirmed this when he told the press: “We won't change 
our principles or programme. We will only change our 
tactics and strategy. Part of all this is a new style, a more 
friendly image and the use of less aggressive language.” 

There are rumours that a new name such as Vlaamse 
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believed to have provided 
most of the demonstration’s participants. A couple of days 
before the event, the tiny nazi group Nation, mainly active 
in Brussels and Wallonia, walked out of the march’s 
organising committee because of a “lack of unity”. Perhaps 
Nation was referring to the endless conflict between the 
two rival Dutch nazi groups, Nederlandse Volksunie and 
the NA. Although both wanted to play an important role 





in the 9/11 march, in the end only the NA showed up. 


Liga (Flemish League) or Vlaams Belang (Flemish 
Interest) might be adopted. It is unlikely that the VB’s gymnastics will be enough to 

: u allow the party finally to open a dialogue with the other 
parties and gain access to power. Several left-wing and 
right-wing Flemish politicians have already declared 
they will not do business with the VB Version 2.0. 

There is also the question of whether the VB can rid 
itself of old habits that demonstrate its fondness for the 
methods and personalities of the Nazi era. Scores of VB 
members for example recently showed up at a “Staf de 
Clercq memorial”. De Clercq was a Flemish nationalist 
politician who directed the Flemish movement into the 
arms of Hitler's Germany and led the collaborationist 
Flemish National Federation (VNV) until his death from 
a heart attack in 1943. 

The VNV did nearly everything one might expect of 
collaborationists during the Nazi regime. This included 
organising merciless repression of its own people, 
tracing members of the Belgian Jewish community and 
recruiting volunteers for the murderous Waffen SS for 
the Eastern Front. De Clercq personally initiated the 
formation of the so-called Flemish Legion to organise 
this aspect of military collaboration. 

Most of the volunteers that joined the Flemish SS 
division — some just 18 years old - did not survive Hitler’s 
Russian adventure. Those who did return safely were 
either shot — before or after a trial —- or imprisoned for 
treason for many years. The VB has always demanded an 
“unconditional amnesty” for these collaborators, often 
mislabelled in party statements as “Flemish idealists”, 
carefully ignoring the fact that those involved could 
easily obtain postwar rehabilitation by signing a simple 
declaration. 

More than 60 years on, Staf de Clercq is still an icon for 
the Flemish extreme right. The ceremony, on 19 
September in Gooik, was organised by Voorpost, the VB’s 
militant wing, and attended by about 250 right-wing 
extremists, most of them VB members. 
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Survivors condemn 
attempts to change 
Italy’s anti-fascist 
Constitution 


Alfio Bernabei 


ITALIAN SURVIVORS of the Nazi concentration camps, 
meeting in Trieste, have condemned the Berlusconi 
government’s continuing attempts to erase the significance 
of the struggle against nazi-fascism during the Second 
World War and to present the anti-fascist movement today 
as futile and anachronistic. 

The meeting, organised by ANED, the National 
Association of Italians deported to concentration camps, 
was held in a building known as Risiera, a former rice mill 
that the nazi-fascists turned into a camp in April 1944. 
Risiera became the only concentration camp in_ Italy 
equipped with a gas chamber. It was inaugurated with the 
cremation of 70 anti-fascists who had been shot dead 
the previous day. The nazi-fascists tortured and killed 
thousands in the Risiera. 

“Anti-fascism is going through a huge crisis in Italy”, said 
Gianfranco Maris, president of ANED and a survivor of 
Mauthausen. He pointed his finger directly at government 
encouragement of historical revisionism, interspersed with 
“joking” references by Berlusconi himself to concentration 
camps and pro-fascist remarks by some of his ministers. 
“Even the President of the Senate, the second most 
important political figure in the country, has described anti- 
fascism as a ‘Ptolemaic revolution’, something old and 
anti-historic”, said Maris. “He seemed to suggest that even 
those who fought against nazi-fascism in the Second World 
War were somehow thinking backwards.” 

Maris is alarmed by Berlusconi’s attempts to change the 
Italian Constitution, which was written in 1946-47 by key 
figures who took part in the Resistance. For this reason it 
has always been regarded as a document that enshrines 
the values of anti-fascism. “What we are witnessing now is 
a wave of violent revisionism against the Resistance 
movement,” says Maris. “This revisionism is used by a 
parliamentary majority to pave the way to changes to the 
Constitution. This undermines the anti-fascist roots of our 
Republic.” Given the nature of the Berlusconi coalition 
government, neo-fascist and racist ministers are in a 
position to suggest changes to the Constitution. “Suffice to 
say that this government is thinking of a law that equates 
the nazi-fascists who fought in Mussolini’s Salo Republic 
under Hitler with those who fought against the nazi- 
fascists”, Maris commented. 
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ANPI, the national association of partigiani who fought 
against the nazi-fascists in the Second World War, is also 
alarmed by recent developments. It had hoped to receive 
financial help from the government to mark next year’s 
60th anniversary of the liberation of Italy. The opposite has 
happened: the meagre state subsidy it used to receive will 
cease. Teresa Mattei, now 83, who fought in the 
Resistance as a young woman, has launched a petition to 
the Italian President of the Republic, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, 
demanding “the reinstatement of the values of the struggle 
against nazi-fascism and the principles of democracy 
enshrined in the Constitution”. Voicing her concern at the 
wave of revisionism that tends to encourage neo-nazis she 
bitterly observed: “The inheritors of Mussolini’s Salo 
Republic are in government. Berlusconi thinks that the 
dictator was a good man and he controls television and a 
large part of the press. There is censorship. Fascism 
means 3,000 Italians killed when it came to power, 
thousands of people thrown in jail or forced to flee abroad, 
millions of people killed in the battlefields, 43 OOO Italians 
sent to concentration camps, including 6,600 Jews, and 
only 300 came back.” 

Last month members of ANPI in Turin staged a protest 
against yet another racist attack by neo-nazis who 
demolished a plaque dedicated to three partigiani killed in 
October 1944 and sprayed “Juden Raus” (Jews out) on the 
wall. The neo-nazis carried the plaque to a bridge next to a 
railway line where they sprayed more racist graffiti, and left 
stickers with swastikas and a photograph of Adolf Hitler. 
Claudio della Valle, the President of the Insitute on the 
History of the Resistance in Turin, commented: “There is a 
link between the provocative [revisionist] remarks 
disseminated through the media and this kind of action. 
These attacks are the direct consequence of the climate 
in which we live. The responsibility lies with those in 
government who think it is possible to do without the 
memory of the Resistance. Legitimising neo-fascists is 
dangerous. Look at what happened at the recent elections 
in Germany.” 

Among those eager to emulate the German example in 
Italy is Forza Nuova, the party founded by the former 
fascist terrorist Roberto Fiore, which is now part of the 
extreme-right coalition Alternativa Sociale led by 
Alessandra Mussolini. “We salute the victory of the NPD in 
Saxony,” stated the Forza Nuova website. “With 9,4% of 
the votes and 12 regional deputies the NDP becomes a 
point of reference for German social and national 
demands. We have always been the NDP allies. We 
congratulate Udo Voigt [the NPD leader]. He has often 
been the guest of Forza Nuova, just as Fiore was a guest 
at the memorable Berlin meeting of 2003 and at the 
Passau convention of 2002.” 

Last month Forza Nuova held its first “Campo d’Azione” 
(action camp, in clear paramilitary jargon) in Perugia, 
Central Italy. Among the events advertised were meetings 
on subjects ranging from “the emergency of immigration” to 
“Turkey, never in Europe”. 

The issue of immigration, with emphasis on repatriation 
and exhortations to white women to have as many children 
as possible to enable the country to stay white, will be at 
the centre of Forza Nuova’s campaign in the forthcoming 
elections. The slogan it has chosen to highlight a planned 
series of anti-immigration rallies is “End immigration, stop 
the invasion”. A Forza Nuova leaflet destined for distribution 
in schools encourages students to mobilise as an 
“audacious army” and launch.a war on Islam. Under the 
banner “students today, patriots tomorrow” it shows a 
crusader leading an invisible army towards an Islamic 
village, ready to strike. 
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20 years ago 
November 1984 


Front rally 
called off in 
Brighton 


A National Front march against 
“ritual slaughter” took place in 
Brighton on 22 September, but 
a planned rally had to be called 
off in the face of determined 
anti-fascist opposition. 

About 60 NF members, 
including the drum corps, 
were heavily outnumbered by 
more than 400 _ counter- 
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Nazi League and animal rights 
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shielded by police as they 
marched, had originally intended to assemble outside a Jewish old people’s 
home, but were prevented from doing so by the police. 

They were constantly jeered as they proceeded though the town, and 
seven anti-fascists were arrested after scuffles with Front supporters. Their 
rally abandoned, the NF were driven away in a coach. 

Their claim that the march was not racist but simply against Jewish and 
Moslem methods of animal slaughter was dismissed by Brighton Animal 
Rights Campaign representative Steve Bondini. He said: “It’s a hoax. It’s just 
an excuse to bash the Jews and the Mohamedans’”. 





10 years ago 
November 1994 


Sweden: Nazi 


vote doubles 


The fascist Sweden Democrats 
(SD) have doubled their vote in 
October’s general election, 
compared to 1991, but are 
nowhere near gaining a 
parliamentary seat. 

Sweden's fascist scene has 
never been much of an issue 
in general elections. Even in 
the 1930s the largest nazi 
electoral advance was the 
20,408 votes cast for national 
| socialist parties in 1936. 
Since the war the fascists 
have rarely gained more then 

_— a few hundred votes. 
In 1991, however, the SD gained 5,000 votes in the general election. At 
the time many observers judged this advance to be a fluke based on 
massive discontent with the established parties and predicted that the SD 
would lose all its support in the next election. 

This did not happen. As Searchlight goes to press, initial figures show that 
the SD will double its 1991 result and gain more than 10,000 votes. Adding 
insult to injury, the racist Sjobo Party, based in the south Skane district, has 
gained no less then 7,000 votes nationally. The two parties are clearly 
closing in on the 1936 fascist election result. 
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DeadEnders 


BNP victory in Dagenham is London warming 
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Right Now 


Right Now magazine is a fertile breeding ground for 
combining anti-EU propaganda with anti-immigration 
rhetoric. One of the most prominent publications on the 
conservative far right, the quarterly magazine takes a 
hardline stance against the EU and publishes the opinions 
of notable anti-EU campaigners. It also advertises on 
behalf of anti-EU groups, alongside strident views against 
asylum and immigration, and multiculturalism, which can 
be found in virtually every issue of the magazine. 

Derek Turner, former leader of the Irish nazi group, the 
Social Action Initiative, is its editor. Taki Theodoracopulos, 
author of the ‘High Life’ column in The Spectator, became 
its publisher in 2000. His name no longer appears as such 
in the magazine but he continues to write an opinion column 
on its back page. 

Taki once served a sentence in a British prison for 
carrying cocaine through customs at Heathrow airport. 
He has referred to General Pinochet as “the saviour 
of Chile”. 
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With up to 28,000 members and 11 MEPs, the UK | European stections. Lately, ne has become very nat ar 

Independence Party is easily the most prominent anti- on the issues of immigration and asylum, and is keen | Af 

EU group. With a growing membership, up from just | to tie it closely to the problems posed by the EU, a 

8,000 a couple of years ago, and a number of celebrity | thereby allowing him to play on two very contentious di 

_ endorsements, the UKIP has attracted much media issues at the same time. Kilroy-Silk has declared th 

attention over the past year. | publicly his intention to lead the UKIP, putting him on sa 

Founded in 1993, it gained three MEPs in the 1999 | a collision path with Knapman, who has said that he th 

European elections but later seemed to be struggling to | intends to remain leader until 2006. Kilroy-Silk has ju 
maintain its votes. Riven by internal problems and | embarked on a speaking tour to galvanise support. 

infighting, the UKIP looked unable to repeat that At the beginning of October, the UKIP was dealt a at 

success until given much financial backing and a heavy | blow when its major financial backer, Paul Sykes, who re 

media campaign which resulted in June’s success. had previously vowed to back Kilroy-Silk as leader, Te 

Its leader is Roger Knapman, but Robert Kilroy-Silk, | withdrew his support, switching over to the Tory Party. wi 

the former Labour MP and daytime TV host, has been | However, another donor quickly pledged to fill the Ki 

the party’s main figurehead since shortly before the | shortfall resulting from his departure. ct 
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In 1997, a delegation from Right Now, including 


David Irving’s barrister Adrian Davies, leader of the The | 
Freedom Party, attended the far-right Front National advoi 
festival in France. treat 

Right Now has been condemned by Conservative publi 
. Central Office. Andrew Hunter MP, a former =. who Fol 


last year defected to the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
was sacked from lain 
Duncan Smith’s leadership 
campaign because he was 
a patron of Right Now. 
Other notable Tories who 
have been interviewed by, or 
contributed to, Right Now 
include Ann Widdecombe, 
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